For my Brethren and Companions' fake, I will wiſh 
_ thee Proſperity. Yea, becauſe, of the Houſe of the | 
Lard our God, T will Nay wayne good. 


i © PALM exxii, 


0 LOCESTER "Ib 2 


PRINTED BY R. RAIKES 


FOR o. G. J. AND J. ROBINSON, PATER-NOSTER-ROW 3 


| MBESSRS, RIVINGTONS, ST. PAUL's CHURCH-YARD; 


AND, GARDNER, NO. 200, STRAND, LONDON. : , 
> ' - 4 N 
| \ hk a — Lay Y 
- * Þ 
« . M. Dec. LXTZ VII. f / 
® % * * 669 4 
- \ gy 2 F< | 4 
2 5 * 4 * * 
. 7 os 
* 
0 y —2 
1 of « * e 7 
* =4 
S * 
* 
A "2% 4 \ — 
* - 9 
* - 
, * * * 
pe * 
%. 4 22 
— 1 * *% " A 
* \ » 
C2 x * 4* 
i * 
* * oy , 2 od 9 -_ 
9 n . 
** * ; | ” ” 
| 0 4 3 — * * 4 d | OF. 
* . bp . * * 
: — wh «7% 


PE FA GE 


T HE three great Subjects, 
with which a Chrfſtian 
Miniſter is concerned, are the 
Word of God, the Church of 
God, and the Chriſtian Life. 
Circumſtances and occaſions will 
ſometimes direct his thoughts to | 
one of theſe, and ſometimes to 

another: but ſo long as any of 
the three are before him, he is 
within the circle of his duty. 


I was led to the ſubject of the 
following Eſſay, by an accident. 
= Iam 
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8 am a Cure in a 2 ny 
riſh; who make it my buſineſs, 


aud have found it my pleaſure, 


715 teach the children of my peo- 


Ohh ple, privately in my own houſe, 


and publickly in the Church; 
and I am, for the preſent, the only 
Sunday Schoolmaſter of the place. 
In the courſe of my inſtructions, 
45 had occaſion to obſerve, that 
the Catechiſm of the Church of 
England, though a moſt excellent 
| Summary of the Chriſtian Doc- 
trine, is deficient in one point, 
viz. the Conſtitution of the Church of 
Chriſt; the knowledge of which, 
in a certain degree, is neceſſary 
to tlie preſervation of that Charity 
which is the end of the Command- 
ment; and, for the want of which, 


ſo many are drawn away from the 
© r Church, 


3 R E 'F A EE. 11 
Church, who would certainly 
have remained with it, af they 755 


had known what it is. Vet is 
our Catechiſm not ſo deficient, 


but that it includes the grand diſ- 
tinction betwixt the Morld and the 
Church; which diſtinction being 
explained, I found we were poſ- 
ſeſſed of a leading idea, which 


gave ſo much light to my young 
pupils, that' I determined to go. 


| through the e 


— — 


_ As1 hs been perſuaded, ever 
ſince I began to think on theſe 
things, of the great importance of 
uniformity in worſhip . amongſt 
Chriſtians: ſo have I been led to 
obſerve, on the other hand, the 
many evil conſequences of Non- 


conformity, with the dangerous 


„ de- 
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bdufions of the TE] ariſing 
from the harangues of preachers 
pretending to extraordinary gifts, 


while they are but half learned 
in the Goſpel, which they under- 


5 take to publiſn, and are greatly 
miſtaken in the ſpirit of it. I 


ſiee how ſome; men are cheated 


with the appearance of being con- 
verted to godlineſs; ; when they 
are only converted from one fin . 
to another ; from loving the 
world, to hating their neighbours; 
from the coldneſs of Church de- 
votion, to an uncharitable heat 
againſt the Church itſelf; from 
the moral philoſophy of ſome of 
our pulpits, to the Antinomian . 


Faith, which gives men a licenſe 


to fin; from the drunkenneſs of 
the body, to the intoxication of 
the 
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| the mind, with fpiritual pride and 
falſe doctrine. 


i 


1 am well l chat if this 
ſubject of the Church, now fo 
much neglected, and almoſt for- 
gotten by thoſe who are moſt 
concerned to _ underſtand it, 
ſhould come to be better conſi- 
dered ; there would be more true 
piety, and more peace, more of 
thoſe virtues which will be re- 
quired in Heaven, and which 
- muſt therefore be firſt learned 
"4 won earth. 


Some amongſt us err, becauſe 
they know not the Scriptures; and 
others, becauſe they never conſi- 
dered the nature of the Church. 

Some think they can make their | 
3% Fs own 
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1 Razz and ſo they deſpile 


the word of God, and fall into 
infidelity. Others think they 
can make their own Church, or 


even be a Church unto them- 


ſelves; and ſo they fall into the 
deluſions of Enthuſiaſm, or the 
uncharitableneſs of Schiſm. But, 
as there is nothing to enlighten 
the mings of men in the doctrines 
of falvation, but the' word of 
God; fo, is there nothing that 
can unite their. hearts and affec- 
tions, but the Church of God. 
Ye are one bread, and one body, faith 
the Apoſtle; one body by par- | 
taking of one bread; and that 
can only be in the ſame com- 
munion. IE > 


In 
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In the weighing of theſe things, | 
ch prevailing ſpirit of the times, 
and the ſanction which it may 
have given either to the profli- 
gate {innex, or to the preſumptu- „ 
ous ſaint, are of ho account upon 

the ſcale. In the ſettling of 
ee we are never to conſi 

der how the world hath practiſed, 


but how God hath taught. The 
practice of the malen ho- 

great ſoever that multitude may. | 
be, hath no influence upon 
truth: yet it will ſtagger the 
minds of many, and carry them 
away, as with an overbearing 
torrent. Happy are they who 

| have a better rule to direct them. ** 
They know that man applauds, 
tughly applauds, what God abomi- 
nates: and the higher the applauſe, - 
. ö 33 4 


* 
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the more room there is for ſuſ- 


picion. They know that the 
voice of the multitude was againſt 
Jeſus Chriſt, when but few were 


for him; and they had hid them- 


ſelves, and dared not to ſpeak their 


minds. When Noah followed 


the direction of God in building 


the Ark, for the ſaving of his 


houſe, the world was againſt him. 
To them no ark was neceſſary, 


becauſe they had determined 


amongſt themſelves, that there 


would be no flood; and conſe- 
quently, that Noah was a bigot, 


wWhoſe undertaking, while it ex- 


poſed himſelf, was an invidious 


reflexion upon the age. When 
the father of the faithful followed 
the calling of God, there were 
none to ſtand by him and encou- 


rage 


blinded multitude 


. 
4 \ * 
als * I * 1 


nne „ 
rage him; he was ſeparated from 
his neareſt relations ; and where- 


ſoever he went, he was under 


fears and dangers from people of 
a falſe perſuaſion, When Jeſus 
Chriſt brought with him from 
Heaven, that Light which was to 


be the glory of his people; one 
ruler of the Jews came to him by 


ſtealth in the night, to- conſult 
him as a teacher, come from God. 
So great was the authority of a 
hat a ruler 
of the people was afraid of being 
brought into diſgrace, by con- 
verſing perſonally with the 8a 
viour of the world! 


The times, therefore, wy the 


people who live in them are 
never to be conſidered by us, 


b when 


. 
; 
| ; 
i 
{ 
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when we are ſeeking or following 


the truth; on the ground of its own 
proper, evidence. When it was 


aſked, with a deſign to perplex 


© - the people, who, of the Rulers, or 


of the Phariſees, had believed? 
OurSaviour gave them a different 


rule: why do ye not of yourſelves, 
ſaid he Judge what is right, with- 


out going firſt to conſult thoſe, 
who are blinded by . falſe learn- 


in 8 and, with an appearance of 
great ſandtity, have impoſed upon 


the people? * See,” faith one, 


0 how faſt « our :dofrine is increal- 


ing! all the learned are going 
after it; and you muſt all ſubmit 


toitina very ſhort time.” And 
Who are they that thus reafon with 
- us? The very ſame perſons, who 
declaim fo loudly on the fallibi- 


lity 
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lity of all men ; and yet hold 
themſelves to be little leſs than 
infallible in the choice of their 
own opinions, Let error riſe as 
high as it can; and let truth ſink 
as low as a wicked world can re- 
duce it; the difference betwixt 
them is the ſame as ever; and we 
ſhall till find it wiſer and better 
to follow the ſetting ſun, as Co- 
lumbus did when he diſcovered 
the Indies. The meteor of 
Hereſy, which blazes, and dazzles 
us for a while with its appearance, 
will burn out, and leave not a 
ſpark behind ; while the ſun only 
' ſets to riſe again. , Such will be 
the fate of the Church, and of the 
doctrines of truth by which it is 
ſupported. * 


b 2 5 There 


8 1 ; 4 * * * P 
i / 1 * q . 4 * 
0 1 ' od 4 . 
p 1 . , | ' 4 * 
A &. \ 
| 1¹ 5 „ 
N a 5 
* 4 % 89 
* 6 
1 — 


There never was a time from 
the beginning of the world, when 
there was not a party againſt the 
Church of God: and our Iſrael 
muſt have its enemies, as that 
Church had which came out of 
Egypt. In the firſt age of the 
Goſpel, the Apoſtle St. Jude, ſpoke 
experimentally of thoſe whom he 
then ſaw, or prophetically of thoſe 
whom we ſhould ſee, that they 
go in the way of Cain, and run after 
the error of Balaam, and periſh in 
the gainſaying of Corah, If our 
governors were as cruel as Pha- 
rack, ſome would rejoice at it, 
and upbraid us with every diſad- 
vantage we might be under from , 
hard uſage ; ; as a ſign that the 
Church i is a thing of no conſe- 
« quence, and that all thoſe who 


belong to it are the vaſlals of the 
ſtate, 
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Date. If the Church were as pure | 
as Abel, the envy and jealouſy of 
Cam would hate its offerings and 
facrifices. If its order and ceC0- 
nomy were as perfect as in that 
Church which covered the face 
of the earth in-its paſſage to Ca- 
naan, the ſelf-interefted ſpirit of 
the mercenary Balaam, would en- 
deavour to bring a curſe upon it, 
and blaſt its greatneſs. If its go- 
vernors were as manifeſtly ſup- | 
ported in their commiſſion, as 
Moſes and Aaron ; the ſpiritual 
pride of Corah, would ſet up the 
holineſs of the congregation againſt 
its prieſthood, and the power of 
the people againſt the civil magiſ- 
trate, who gives it protection. 
But none of theſe things ought to 


Ragger or ſurprize a reader of the 
Scrip- 
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Scripture: they are all to be ex- 
pected: theſe things were our ex- 
ow amples; - and the Church would not 
be the Church of God, if there 
were none to riſe up againſt it. 
With theſe conſiderations in 
his mind, and not without them, 
a reader will be prepared | to exa- 
mine what I have written upon 
the Church. If any of our Diſ- 
ſenting brethren ſhould look into 
this little piece, and find the mat- 
ter ſo repreſented as to engage 
their attention ; my prayer ſhall 
be with them, that God may give 
them the grace to caſt out the 
bitter leaven of a party-ſpirit; to 
lay aſide all temporal motives and 
_ intereſts, and conſider the Church 
(as I have done) only ſo far as it is 
related 
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related” to the other world, To 
any particular or national Church, 
all temporal alliances are but mo- 
mentary conſiderations, which 
paſs away with the faſhion of this 
world; and the Church may be 
either with them, or without therh, 
as it was inthe firſt ages: but the 
Church itſelf, under the relation 
it bears to Jeſus Chriſt, abideth 
for ever. 
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CHAP. I. 


of the D Hfindtion between the N. 1717 and 
the Church ; with the Nature and Cha- 


rafter of both Societies. "i Page 1. 


CHAP. 


. Of the Means of Grace, wo the Marks 


by . which the Church of Chr; iſt 1s to be 
Mun... P. 21. 


CH ATP. III. 


The Errors which tempt men to leave the 
Church, and make them eaſy then they are 


ſeparated from it. „ 
e 

On the 8 8 A the Reformation, &c. 

P. 8 5. 

8 H A P. V. | 


A ſhort View of the preſent State of the 
Argument between the Church of Eng- 


land and the Diſſenters. P. 95. 


POSTSCRIPT. 


An Account of the firſt Separation of the 


Di N Ga the Clive of England. 
P. 137. 


CHAP. I. 


Or TAE DISTINCTION BETWEEN THE 
WoRLD AND THE CHURCH; WITH 
THE NATURE AND CHARACTER or 
BOTH SOCIETIES. | 


W O things of a contrary nature 
are beſt underſtood when they are 
placed near to one another, or compared 
together in the mind. The ſummer is 
better underſtood, and more to be valued, 
when we compare -it with the winter; a 
ſeaſon in which ſo many comforts are 
wanting, which the ſummer affords us. 
The bleflings of government are more ac- 
ceptable, when compared with the miſeries 
of anarchy, We have the like advantage, 
when we compare together the church and 
the world, thoſe two ſocieties of which we 
| 0 are 


4 
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are members: of the world by our natural 
birth; of the church by our ſpiritual 
birth in baptiſm. When we are admitted 
into the Chriſtian covenant, we renounce 
this world as a wicked world, and become 
- members of the church, which is called 
the holy church. Both theſe ſocieties are 
influential on thoſe who belong to them ; 
the one corrupts, the other ſanctifies: 
therefore it is of the laſt importance to 
mankind to conſider and underſtand the 
difference between them. b 


If we aſk, why the world is called wick- 
| ed, we ſhall find it to be ſuch from the 
nature and manners of its inhabitants : for 
the world, as it means the ſyſtem of the 
viſible creation, can have no harm in it. 
There can be no wickedneſs, where there 
is no moral agency nor freedom of action. 


From the ſin of Adam, and the effects 
of his fall, the ſtate of man by nature is a 
ſtate of ſin. The Scripture is ſo expreſs in 
this, that it is not neceſſary to inſiſt upon 
it. A diſpoſition to evil comes into the 
| world 
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world with every man, and is as a ſeed, 
which brings forth its fruit throughout 
the courſe of his life. Many evil paſſions 
diſturb and agitate his mind; and from 
the ignorance or darkneſs which prevails 


in him, he knows not that he is to refiſt 
them in order to his peace and happineſs, 
nor hath he ability ſo to do, if he did know 
it. The worſt and the moſt violent of all 

his paſſions is pride, which affects ſuperi- 
ority, and delights in vain ſhew and pomp- 
ous diſtinction; whether it be that of 

wealth, or honour, or wiſdom. Covet- 
ouſneſs diſpoſes him to take all he can to 
himſelf, and pay no regard to the wants of 
others; whence the ſtate of nature is a 
ſtate of war, in which men plunder and 
deſtroy one another; not knowing the 

way of peace, which conſiſts only with 
reſtraint, and muſt be taught them from 
above; the way of peace have they not known, 
faith the Scripture. | 


Man knows all things by education, 
but nothing by nature, except, as the 
A G faith, what he knoweth naturally 

B 2 3 
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2 6 6 brute beg. The world, 4 we ſeit 
do, is undet che reſtraint of laws, which 
iin ſome countries are better in themſelves 
Amd better executed than in others: but 
ID if there were no laws and no governments 
to execute them, then we ſhould ſee what 
2 ſcene of deſtruction and miſery this 
world would be, through the ſinfulneſs of 
man's nature. Fraud, rapine, and cruelty, 
; thoſe three dreadful monſters make ſtrange 
havock amongſt us, notwithſtanding the 
laws and regulations of ſociety : what then 
would this world be without them ? | 


* 


. Wich reſpet to God, the ſtate of m man 
is a ſtate of rebellion, alienation, and con- 
demnation. His ways are ſo oppoſite to 
the will of God, that he is faid to be at 
_ enmity with him. He has no alliance with 
his Maker, either as a child, a ſubject, or 
a ſervant; but being under a general law 
of diſobedience, can inherit nothing from 

God but wrath and puniſhment. 


be declarations of the Scripture.— 
85 Firſt, 


%. 
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Firſt, as to the enmity of the world againſt 
God. I the world hate you; ſaith our 
Lord when be came to ſave it, ye #now that 6 | 
it hated me before it hated you. Secondly, 
as to their alienation or departure from 
all alliance with him—you that were ſome 
time alienated and enemies in your minds by 
wicked works ; faith Sr. Paul, Col. i. 21. 
and again, ſpeaking of the natural ſtate of 
the Ephefians before their converſion, he 
deſcribes them as aliens and ftrangers from 
the covenants of promiſe, having no hope, and 
without God in the world. In which paſ- 
ſage, there is ſomething farther than ap- 
pears from the found of the words; for 
when we read, without God in the world, 
the words, in the world, are emphatical, 
and denote this wicked world, ſuch as we 
| have been deſcribing it, of which they that 


are members, muſt of courſe be without 


God, and without hope : they belong to a 
ſociety which knows him not. 


Then, thirdly, that the world is under 
condemnation; we are chaſtened of the 
Lord, faith St. Paul, that we ſhould not be 


con- 
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| condemned with the toorld: whence it is 
evident, that the world, as ſuch, is under 
condemnation, and can expect nothing of 
| God but puniſhment for fin. T 


N We are-now prepared to take a review 
of this ſociety called the world. It is 
| compoſed of men loſt by the fall; diſpoſed 
to all manner of evil; ignorant of the 
way of peace; at enmity with God, and 
with one another; delighting themſelves - 
in the pride of appearance, and the vanity 
of diſtinction. In a word, the whole world 
lieth in wickedneſ5, and they that are con- 
demned for fin, will be condemned with 
| the world, whoſe condemnation, therefore, 
is a thing of courſe. What human phi- 
loſophy may ſay of this deſcription of the 
world, we are not to regard: if it is the 
deſcription which ſtands in the Holy Scrip- 
ture, we are not to conſider what men 
may ſay of it. A proud world will never 
be pleaſed to ſee an humiliating een g 
tion of itſelf. | 
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Such then is the world, and ſuch are 


we all, ſo far as we are members of it. 
God therefore of his infinite mercy takes 
us out of this wicked ſociety, and tranſ- 
lates us into another. He delivers us from 
the power of darkneſi, and tranſlates us into 
the kingdom of his dear ſon ; and without 
this tranſlation we are inevitably loſt, 
Lou are here to obſerve, that the kingdom 
of Chriſt is one of the names of his church; 
and they that are in it, as it is diſtinguiſh- 
ed from the world, are called children of the 
kingdom. Its nature is totally different 
from the kingdoms of this world (of 
which we ſhall ſee more hereafter) for is 
the world is called wicked, ſo the church 
is called holy, and all the holineſs that can 
be in man, muſt be derived from thence. 
If we enquire how, and in what reſpects, 
the church is holy, we find it muſt be fo 
from its relation to God. It is called the 
church of God, and he being holy, every 
thing that belongs to him muſt be ſo of 
courſe. And further, it is a ſociety, or 
body, of which the Holy Spirit is the life; 
and this life being communicated to thoſe 
EY who 
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. taken into the church, they are 
thereby made partakers of an holy life, 
which is elſewhere called the life of God; 
from which life they are alienated who are 
out of this ſociety. It; is holy in its ſacra- 


ments; our baptiſm is an holy baptiſm, 


from the Holy Spirit of God; the Lord's 
Supper is an holy ſacrifice ; the ordinance 
of abſolution is for the forgiveneſs of paſt 
fin, that the members of the church may 
be recovered from fin to a ſtate of holineſs, 
and peace with God, The church is holy 
in its prieſthood ; all the offices of which 
are for the ſanctification of the people. 


The contrary nature of the two ſocieties 


I have been ſpeaking of, will now- be bet- 
ter underſtood, when they are compared 
together. In the one, men are in a loſt 
condition; in the other, they are in a ſtate 
of ſalvation : for as the world is alienated 
from God, the church is in alliance and 
_ covenant with him, and partaker of his 
promiſes. As the world is under con- 
demnation, the church is under grace and 
pardon of ſin: its baptiſm waſhes away 

original . 
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otiginal fin, and gives a new birth to 
pürity and righteouſneſs ; its other ſacra- 
ment of the Lord's ſupper maintains. that 
ſpiritual life which is begun at, baptiſm, 
as meat and drink ſupport the life we re- 
ceive'at our natural birth. As the world | 
is without hope, the Chriſtian hath hope itt 

diath, through the Reſurrection of Chriſt, 
and is aſſured, that he who is united to the 
life of God, can never die: for God' is not 
the God of the dead, but of the living. 
Wie the wittked are to perich with the 
world which they inhabit, the children of 
God are heirs with Grit of a an eternal bing- 
dom. | 


The Church is alſo holy, r by the 
word Church, we underſtand the Building | 
or place in which the people aſſemble to 
accompliſh the Service of God. As the 
world; on the other hand; hath ph 
had its unholy Places of Aſſembly, its 
theatre, its Idol Temples, &c. which un- 
ſanctify and pollate thoſe who frequent 
them. Under the Jewith' State of the 


2 the temple is called the holy temple, | 
Cc or 
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or holy place; (Heb. J and a part of it was 
called the moſt holy Place. Our Saviour 
; allows th at the Temple ſanftified the gold, 
which was offered i in it, and | conſequently 
all other offerings and Herifices there made. 
| Now, if that temple was holy, whoſe 
glory was to be done away, certainly the 
place of Chriſtian worſhi p: called the 
church, muſt be holy alſo. For why was 
the Temple at Jeruſalem holy, but becauſe 
the preſence. of God attended it? And has 
he not promiſed t to be in cht midſt of us ? 

nd muſt not our churches therefore be 
holy upon the ſame account ? And, are 
they not guilty of a great fin, who treat 
any church with irreverence? Much more 
"" they deſpiſe or defile_it? For it is ſaid, 
| he that defieth the temple f Cod, him Mall 
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But nothing will tem us * difference 
| between the world and the church, ſo 85 
fectually, as when: we conſider who is 

the head of each ſociety. Chriſt is on 
head of the church, and the Devil is the 
Prince of this world, who i is alſo called the 
God 


2 
13 
* 
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God of 1 this world.” They Who! are in the 
church, are in the kingdom of Chriſt ; | 
which, though not of this world, as not 
deriving its power from thence, is yet in 
the world. They who are of this world, 
are in the kingdom of Satan, and. under 
his power; as the heathens are ſaid to 
have been before they were redeemed 
from it, and brought over to the king- 
dom of God: which tranſlation was ſigni- 
fied by the redemption of the Hebrews, 
from under the power of Pharao. 


If we enquire into the, reſpective cha- 
racters of the head of the church, and the 
prince of this world, as they are deſcribed 
under a variety of names, the oppoſition 
is wonderful; and it will be found very 
inſtructive, becauſe there is the ſame op- 
poſition betwixt the children of each. 


The head of the Church is called 50 
the Saviour : the head of this world is a 
defiroyer ; in Hebrew, r in Greek, 


. 


S | The 


N * 
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The one is the rue hight, that. is, 4 
ſpiritual light to the ſoul of PRs uw 4 
other i is a prince of darkneſs. 


The one is a ſhepherd, ck the 2 
- lambs with his arm, andgfecding his bock, 
the other is a hon who goeth to and fro 
in the earth, ſeeking whom he may devour. 


The one is. a lamb ; meek. innocent, 
and ſpotleſs: the other is a ſerpent ; deceit- 
ful, ſubtile, and with r e his 
| I. 


Thee one is the phyſician of fouls, Who 
went about healing the ſick, and raiſing 
the dead: the other is the inflicter of 
diſcaſes, bowing men down with infirmi- | 
ties; binding them with the bonds of af- 
fliction; and was @ murderer from the be- 
ginning ; for he brought death into the 
world, by the temptation of man in Pa- 
radiſe. Men murder individuals; but 
Satan murders a whole world at once; and 
is the prince of murderers. 


The 
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The one delivers men who are under 
temptation to fin ; the other is the remprer, 
who leads them into it. And as the one 
is the advocate of ſinners, interceding for 
them as their prigſt and mediator ; the 

other is the grand accuſer, who is there - 
fore called the Dent "WE wwe an 


accuſer. 


And laſtly, 1 I thiok we a go 
no farther at preſent) the one is the 
truth, the other is a lyar, and the father 


of lies. 
. 


The like difference is found in the chil» 
dren of this world, and the children of the 
kingdom of God; that is, between the 
wicked world, who are under the power of 

Satan, and the Holy Church, which is the 

flock of Chriſt, and takes him for its pat- 
tern. It cannot be otherwiſe ; the ſpirit 

of the head muſt be diffuſed through the 

members ; and you will ſee it to be true : 

firſt, with reſpe& to the Holy Church of 

Chriſt; whoſe diſciples are taught to re- 
lieve one another in their wants, and fave 

| one 
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one another in their diftreſs 7" " rejoicing 

and ſuffering together, as the members of 
the fame body; and doing good unto all 
men. His miniſters are ſhepherds ; his 
followers, from the firſt ages of Chriſtiani- 
ty, were accounted and treated as Sheep for 
_ the Jaughter, and' were patient and unre- 

ſiſting. They exhort and encourage one 
another to good works, and being united 
together under a bond of peace, their 
charity covereth a multitude of fins ; that 
is, it hideth and concealeth the many fail- 
ings of their brethren for the love of 
Chriſt, Tnſtead of aggravating their of- 
fences, and judging them unmercifully. 
They are children of light, who derive the 
light of wiſdom from the word of God; 
and walk openly and honeſtly, as in the day. 
In their converſation, they are true and 
faithful, and give you a direct anſwer, 
without diſguiſe or ſubterfuge. | 


Such ought to be the members of the 
holy Church of Chriſt : this is the charac- 
ter intended for them, though many fall 
ſhort of it, and ſome totally depart from it. 
But 
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But the vi ble church memberſhip of men, 
does not depend upon their manners and 
opinions; nor indeed upon any thing they 
can do for themſelves; becauſe it is the 
gift of God, by his miniſters; ſo that a 
man in a holy church may be an unholy 
man: for the kingdom of heaven, or 
church of Chriſt, is like a net caſt into the 
ſea, which gathers of every kind, both 
bad and good; and an effectual ſeparation 
is neyer made between them, till the 
Angels drag this net to the ſhore, to ga- 
ther the good into veſſels, and caſt the bad 
away. If we bear this caſe in mind, it 
will deliver us from a great deal of per- 
plexity. It is truly a ſorrowful fact, that 
the children of God, i in too many inſtances, 
depart from their proper character: but 
the character proper to the world, is, in 
all reſpects, like that of Satan, wicked 
and miſerable. 


As the Devil is the Paine of this 3 
his children ſet their affections upon it; 
and it is the main purpoſe of their lives 
to obtain and enjoy it at any rate. For 

N this 


* * 7 - 


1 Ess ON Tur CHURCH, 
this they fell their ſouls, and if they get 


the world in exchange, menen oro 
| oe e ee 0 1 


7 
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they fall into ignorance, and blindneſs of 
Heart, and love darkneſs rather than light, 


that their deeds may not be reproved. 
They hate the word of God, as owls and 
bats hate the day- light; and diſpute 
fiercely for their errors, leſt- information 
and conviction ſhould Nel n to re- 


pentance. 


As the Devil is a deftroyer, ſo do the 
children of this world deſtroy one another. 
Their wiſe politics produce war and deſo- 
lation; their. error and deluſion of mind 
ſtir them up to the perſecution of the ſer- 
vants of God: and wherever we ſee op- 
preſſion, and cruelty, and perſecution, 
there we ſee the ſpirit of the Devil, the 
father of perſecution, who, by violence, 
will terrify and com pel, where he cannot 
* 8 | 


As 
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As he is a ſerpent; ſo his children are a 
generation of vipers, double-tongued, and 
deceitful; ſmooth and flattering on ſome 
occaſions, but waiting to give a deadly 
bite when they are offended and provok- 
ed. Their way is erooked and uncertain, 
PP the path of a ſerpent. An honeft 
man, whoſe path is direct and plain, can 

never tell what to make of them, becauſe 
they pretend to be going one way, while 
they are going another; and they often 

gain their end by it; as the twiſtings of 
the ſerpent carry him to the point he aims 
3 , 19%, 

As Lucifer fell from Heaven for rebel- 
lion, all his children are impaticnt under 
authority; and in this capacity they are 
called /ons of Belial; which means, that 
they can bear no ſuperior. Patience, and 
obedience, and ſubmiſſion, are eſſential to 
the Chriſtian character. Chriſt himſelf is 
our pattern, who allowed that the power 
of Pilate, ſo unjuſtly exerciſed, was given 
him from above, and ſubmitted to his ſen- 


; _ when he could have ſtruck him 
D dead 


1 


1 
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dead upon his bench. But reſiſtance: is 
the Devil's doctrine, and the world's prac- 
tice. The Goſpel | teaches us, that the 
things which are highly eſteemed among 
men, are an abomination. in the fight of 
God, and here we ſee it verified ; nothing 
is more. deteſtable to the God of peace, 
than. the fin of rebellion ; and nothing is 


more magnified and applauded. by the 


children of this world; who have ſet what 
they call the power of the people, above the 


power of God Almighty. He ordains go- | 


vernment, and kings are his miniſters ; 
but the people are told, that they have 
power to overthrow his ordinance, and 
judge * * 


As ths Devil i is a en his children 
act under him in that capacity: moſt 
wicked men have a ſtrange deſire to make 


all others as wicked as themſelves. The 


world is full of ſeducers, who tempt men 


to falſe principles, and immorality of life. 


Some get their livelihood by the corrup- 


tion of- other people; and moſt infidels 
and heretics are fo diligent in ſpreading 
their 


ESSAY ON THE CHURCH. 19 
their opinions, that if the friends of truth 
were equally zealous, the world would not 
| _ n ſtand 2 N them. 


As Shi Devil is 5 grand accuſer, ſo 
doth the world delight itſelf in evil- ſpeak- 
ing. Railing and ſlandering is their great 
amuſement. Evil words are not pointed 
againſt evil things. The world delights - 
to aſperſe thoſe, who are unlike to them- 
ſelves. There never was a good man, nor 
ever will be, who was not evil ſpoken of, 
and. depreciated in the judgment of the | 
public; and the rule is fo univerſal, that 
our Saviour faith to all Chriſtians, Hoe be 
unto you, when all men ſpeak well of you. 
Falſe: prophets were well ſpoken of by the 
people; and there muſt be ſomething falfe 
and ſpurious, ſome evil with the appearance 
of good , in every popular charatter that 
Ae the world. —_— 


As the Devil is the father of lies, ſo all 
they that are of the Devil are liars, who 
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will never make a ſcruple of a lie to hurt 
others, or ſerve themſelves. The whole 
Heathen religion was one great lie, in op- 

poſition to the truth of the Divine law. 
Much evil is threatened to thoſe who 
- put evil for good, and good — 
who make the heart of the righteous fad, 
by predicting evil to them, and by pro- 
miſing happineſs and profperity to the 
wicked. Thus did they ſpeak of old, who 
were called fa/ſe Prophets ; and it would 
be happy for us if there were none of 
them amongſt us: but; wherever they are 
found, they are the miniſters of Satan: 
and how fair and fine ſbever they may 
ſpeak on ſome occaſions, it is no proof of 
their goodneſs; for Satan is ſometimes, as 
it ſerves his purpoſe; rrangformed into an 
angel of light; and affeQs an holy and 
heavenly character; and then he is moſt a 
Devil, becauſe he can moſt deceive, 
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I CHAP. II. 
Or Tas Mans of GRACE, AND- nn 
Marks BY WHICH THE CHURCH Of 
 CauRIST 1s TO BE KNOWNe g 


" JAVING explained the nature of 

| theſe two ſocieties, the Holy 
Church, and the wicked World ; we 
muſt conſider the uſe of the Church, and 
the marks by which it is to be known. 
It is promiſed, that lie who beheveth,. and 
is baptiſed, ſhall be ſaved. But how ſhall 
we have this baptiſm,, unleſs. we have it 
from thoſe whom God hath appointed to 
baptize ? Ir is alſo promiſed, he that cat- 
eth my fleſhy, and drinketh my blood, hath 
eternal. je: and how ſhall we receive the 
body and blood of Chriſt, but from the 
Church, to whom he ſaid, when he inſti- 
tuted the Lord's ſupper, Do this in re- 
membrance of me. This being the com- 
memorative Sacrifice of the New: Teſta« 

ment, it can be offered only by a prieſt ; 
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and all the world cannot make a prieſt. 
The Miniſters of the Old Teſtament were 
. ordained to their office by an immediate 
commiſſion from God to Moſes, the Me- 
diator of that time betwixt God and the 
people. The Miniſters of the New Teſ- 
tament were ordained by Chriſt himſelf; 
from whom the authority deſcended to 
others, and ſhall reach, ' through a 2 25 
of Hands, to the tort: wr world.” 12 


This is the way God hath been pleaſed 
to take, to make men holy, and bring 
them to himſelf, through this dangerous 
' world;” as he brought Noah and his fa- 
- mily out of the old world into the new, by 
means of an ark; which was a figure of his 
Church. It is therefore of infinite conſe- 
quence; that we ſhould be able to know, 
with certainty, whether we are in the 
Church or out of it. If we are out of it, 
we are in the world, If we had been out 
of the Ark, we ſhould have been drowned. 
It is true, we may be in the church, and 
yet be loſt; for was not Ham in the Ark, 
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- whoaje a reprobate ? But if we are out : 
of the Church, how can we be faved? 


1 would not, for 85 whole world, un- 
worthy as I am; I fay, I would not, for 
the whole world, and all the kingdoms of 
it, be in doubt, whether I was franſlated, | 
or not, into the &:ngdom of Jeſus Chriſt. 
I would not be in doubt, whether I have 
the Sacraments, or whether I have them 
not. But how can I be ſure in this caſe, 
unleſs I know what the kindom of Chriſt 
is; where it is to be found; and what are 
the marks by which it may be known ? 
Many ſtrange abuſes inreligion have ariſen 
on occaſion, and under the ſpecious name 
of, the Reformation; a very good word; 5 
but it hath been applied to a great many 
bad things, even to madneſs and blaſphe- 
my. We are fallen into times when ſome 
ſay, lo, here is Chriſt, or, lo, there ; in the 
deſert ; or in the ſecret chambers ; and are 
bid to take heed that no man decerve us. 

What a terrible caſe ſhould we be in, if 
we had no ſufficient warnings given to us, 
md no rule to go by ! But as the light- 

ning 
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| people in all ages ſeem to have: agreed, 


ning which cometh from the Eaſt ſhineth | 


unto the Weſt, ſo plain and notorious was 


the eſtabliſhment of Chriſt's kingdam in 


this world ; together with the form of its 


conſtitution, and the orders of its miniſtry, 


in all the countries wherever it was plant- 
ed. It would be unreaſonable; indeed it 


would. be lamentable; it would ſeem as if 
Gad had mocked us, contrary to the na- 


ture of his mercy, that he ſhould publiſh 
a way of ſalvation, and leave it uncertain 


where it is to be found. 


From what is ſaid of it in the Goſpel, 


it is impoſſible that the Clibtch ſhould be 
a ſociety obſcure and hard to be diſtin- 


guiſhed. Te are the light of the world, 
id Chriſt to bis Diſciples, @ city that is 
et on a hill cannot be hid. Light is ſure 


to (ſhew-.itſelf; and it comes in trait lines, 
. Which direct us to its ſource, A city 


placed upon a mountain, is ſo Elevated 
above other objects, that it-cannot be dif- 
ficult to find it; rather, it is impoſſible to 
mils it; it cannot be hid: and Chriſtian 


that 
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that it ſhall not be hid: for when we ap- 


proach a city in any part of Chriſtendom, 


the churches are generally firſt ſeen tow- 


«OE over all other buildings. 


Chtriſt bath given us a precept, that, 


under certain circumſtances, we ſhould 


tell our caſe to the church : but unleſs it 
be known. what and where the church is, 
this cannot be done. The precept there- 


ſore ſuppoſes, that the Church muſt ba 
known to us. The ſame muſt follow 


from the injunction of St. Paul, in his 
Epiſtle to the Hebrews.—Obey them that 
have the rule dver you, and fubmit yourſebves : 


or they watch for your ſouls, as they that 


muſt give account. Chap xiii. 17. The 
Rulers of the Church muſt therefore be 
known to us; for it is impoſſible we 


ſhould do our duty, and ſubmit ourſelves 


to them, unleſs we are fure Doing they 


are. 


The Church then, muſt, in its nature, 
be a ſociety manifeſt to all men. Some 


N ſlight it, and 1 at, and ſup 
to 
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to hear it; but they cannot do even this, 
unleſs * know whary it is to be found. 


When we enquire more particularly 
what the Church is, it may be beſt to 
proceed as we are obliged to do in ſome 
other caſes; firſt, to learn what it is not; 
that we may go upon right ground, and 
underſtand with more ne what 


it is. 


The Church then, as a ſociety, is not the 
work of man; nor can it poſſibly be fo. 
I have laid the foundation of all my rea- 
| ſonings upon this ſubject, i in the diſtinc- 

tion betwixt the Church and the World, 
as two ſeparate parties. The Church is 
ſo named *, becauſe it is called or choſen 
out of the World. Till it is ſo called out 
of the world, it hath no being : but it 
cannot call itſelf, any more than a man 
can bring himſelf into the world. 


Our Chriſtian calling is "is truly the 
work of God, and as s much 8 


1 | 


« 


* 
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of ourſelves as our natural birth. The 
Church muſt have orders in it for the 
work of the miniſtry : but no man can 
ordain himſelf, neither can he, (of him- 
ſelf) ordain another, becauſe no man can 
give what he hath not. How Hall they 
preach, faith the Scripture, unigſt they be 
ſent? And again, no men taketh this honor 
to himſelf, but he that is called of God, as 
' was Aaron. Nay, even Chriſt glorified not 
himſelf to be made an High Prieſt, but he 
that ſaid unto him, thou art my ſon, this day 
have I begotten thee. The Church muſt 
have promiſes ; without which, it can have 
no reaſon or encouragement. to act: but 
no man can give it thoſe promiſes; which 
are exceeding great and precious. The 
Church muſt have power, without which 
it can do nothing to any effect: but there 
is no power but of God. It muſt have 
power to forgive fins; the forgiveneſs of 
fins in the Holy Catholic Church, being 
an article of the Apoſtles Creed: but who 
can forgroe fins, but God only? It muſt act 
in the name of God, or not at all; be- 
cauſe it acts for the ſalvation of man: but 
E 2 5 no 
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no man can act in the name of God, but 
by God's appointment. No Ambaſſador 
ever ſent himſelf, or took upon him to 
ſign and ſeal treaties and covenants {ſuch 
as the Sacraments of the Church are) 
without being ſent; that is, without re- 
ceiving authority ſo to do, from an higher 
power. The act would be ſo far from 
beneficial, that it would be treaſonable. 
If an army were to raiſe itſelf without | 
commiſſions, what would ſuch an army 
be, but a cqmpany of banditti, leagued 


together to plunder and deſtroy the honeft 
* of an eſtabliſlied community? 


— 


Nothing FD is plainer, on theſe 
conſiderations, than that the Church nei- 
ther is, nor can be from man. It is no 
human inſtitution ; and as it acts under 
God, if it acts at all, it muſt act by his 
authority and appointment. It is properly 
called, the Church of God, (of the living 
God, in oppoſition to the profane ſocieties, 
ſelt- erected for the worſhip of dead Idols) 
and mankind might as reaſonably preſume 
to make God's World, as to make God's 
Church. | 5 

Farther 


: n — . * * 
Ad CY * R „„ 954 @ 6 
Ss Y } K 9 9 * 0 9 % 
: 5 * r * , * 2 
_ - 
1 ham f TS 
8 £ *%y*- - 


ESSAY ON THE/CHURCH. „ 


+ Farther enquiry will ſhew. us, that the 
Church is no confuſed multitude of peo« 
ple, independent of one another, and ſub- 
ject to no common rules; but-a regular 
ſociety, like to other ſocieties, in ſome re- 
ſpects, and unlike them all in others. It 
is called a body, a. ſanih a city, @ ki h 
a body is a regular ſtructure, the limbs of 
which being joined together, are ſubordi- 
nate and ſubſervient to one anothet, an 
are animated by the ſame ſoul or ſpirit. 
So ſaith the Apoſtle, for by one ſpirit ur 
areall baptized into one body. 1 Cor. xii, 13. 
It being alſo called a family, the members 
of it muſt have ſome common relation to 
one another: being called a city, it muſt - 
be incorporated under ſome common aus; 
and being a kingdom, it muſt have ſome 
form of government and magiſtracy. Fa- 
milies, cities, and kingdoms, are ſocieties; 
and the Church, being repreſented by 
them, muſt be a regular ſociety. But in 
this the Church differs from alk other ſo- 
cieties, becauſe they belong to this world, 
and their rights and privileges are confined | 
to it: whereas the Church extends to 
_ both 
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both worlds, the viſible and the inviſible, | 
and is partly on earth, and partly in 
Heaven. In its earthly members it is 
viſible; in its rulers, it is viſible; in its 
worſhip, it is viſible; in its ſacraments, 
it is viſible. But heing alſo a ſpiritual. ſo- 
cCiety, it hath a he which is Hidden, and in 
the'inward and ſpiritual Grace of all its 
. outward ' ordinances, it is inviſible. As a 
kingdom in which God is Judge, and 
Chriſt is a Mediator, and Angels and 
Saints departed, are members; it takes 
in the heaven itſelf, and is the heavenly 
 Feruſalem, which is the mother of us all; 
infomuch, that when we are admitted 
into it, our conver/ation is in Heaven, and 
the Angels of Heaven are our fellvw-ſer- 
vants ; all making one great family under 
Jeſus Chriſt, in whom all things are ga- 


 thered together in one, both which are in 


Heaven, and which are on earth: on which 
' conſideration, what is rightly done in the 
Church on earth, ſtands good in Heaven, 
as if it had been done there; and the 
Apoſtles of Chriſt received from him, the 
Leys of the kingdom of Heaven, with a power 

| ; | | of 
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of binding and loofing, which extends to 
Heaven itſelf: and when Chriſtians go to 
Heaven, they are not carried into a new 
ſociety, for they are already by the grace 
of God, tranſlated into it by baptiſm; 
whence the Apoſtle ſpeaks of their tranſ- 
lation, not as a thing expected, but even 
now brought to paſs. He hath REIN 
us, &c. Col. i. 1 3. | 


The Hh doth allo differ from other 
ſocieties, in that it is Catholic or univer- 
ſal; it extends to all places, and all times, 
and is not confined to the people of any 
nation, or condition of life, but takes in 
Jews, Greeks, and Barbarians, the rich 
and the poor, the bond and the free ; and 
is therefore properly fignified in one of our 
Saviour's parables by an inn, where all that 
offer themſelves are accepted, The com- 
miſſion of Chriſt to his A 1 8 8 was to 


teach and baptize all nations. 


The Church 1 a han: not of 
this world, is of a | piritual nature, and in 
. that 


1 
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| dom in this world, it is viſible, and muſt 


that capacity it is inviſible; but as a king- 


ave a viſible adminiſtration. To. know 
what this is, and whence its authority i is 
derived, we muſt go back to the Goſpel 


itſelf. 
* * 
- 9 > 


Jeſus Chriſt was ſent from Heaven by 
the Father, and inveſted with the glory of 
the Prieſthood by an actual conſecration, 


when the ſpirit deſcended. upon him; As 


the Father hath ſent him, „ did he ſend his 
Diſciples, and gave them authority to ſend 
others: ſo that the Church which fol- 
lowed, derived its authority from the 
Church which Chriſt firſt planted in the 
world ; and the Church at this day muſt 


derive its authority after the ſame manner, 


by ſucceſſion from the Church which 
went before; the line extending from 


Chriſt himſelf, to the end of the world: 


ho, ſaid he, I am with you always, unto the 
end of the world: certainly, not with thoſe 


very perſons, who all ſoon died, but with 


cw who ſhould _— * be ac- 
d 


* 
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counted for the ſame; for a body corporate 
never dies, till its ſucceſſion i is extinct o. . 


25 Ts Saviour at firſt ordained his wes 
Apoſtles according to the number of the 
tribes of the Church of Iſrael. After- 
wards he ordained other ſeventy, accord- 
ing to the number of the Elders, whom 
Moſes appointed as his affiſtants. When 

the Church in Jeruſalem was multiplied, 
ſeven Deacons were ordained, by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of the Apoſtles, to 
preach, and baptize, and miniſter, in diſ- 
tributing the alms of the Church, Here 
then, we have three orders of men, each 
diſtinct from the other; the twelve Apoſ- 
tles, the ſeventy Diſciples, and the ſeven 
Deacons ; ; and by theſe the wo Chriſtian . 


Take away this ſucceſiion, * the n 5 
well be ordained by one perſon as another: a number of 
women may as well give them a divine commiſſion ;— 


' but they are no more Prieſts of God, than thoſe who 


pretend to make them ſo. If we had loſt the Scriptures, 
it would be very well to make as good books as we 
could, and come as near them as poſſible : but then it 
would not only be folly, but preſumption, to call theta 
the word of God.“ See the ſecond Letter to the Biſhop 
of Bangor : AER 

Church 
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Church. in Jeruſalem was. governed and 
- adminiſtered. The Apoſtles were ſuperior 
in office to the Diſciples; becauſe, when 
Judas fell from the Apoftleſhip, one was 
choſen. by-lot out of the Diſciples into the 
Apoſtleſhip: the Deacons were inferior 
to both; and it appears that they were 
appointed by the laying on of the hands of 
the twelve Apoſtles ; for it is ſaid, Acts 
vi. 2, tlie Twelve called the multitude 
of the Diſciples unto them,” &c. That 
the Apoſtles appointed others to ſucceed to 

their own order, is evident from the caſe 
of Timothy; who in the antient ſuper- 
ſcription, at the end of the ſecond Epiſtle, 
is {aid to have been, ordained the fir Biſhop 
of the Church of the Epheſians. He is 
admoniſhed to lay hands fuddenly on no 
man; therefore he had power to ordain: 
and he is likewiſe admoniſhed not to re- 
ceive an accuſation. againſt an Elder, (or 
; Preſbyter): but before two or three witneſſes: 
therefore he had'a judicial authority over 
that order. Directions are given with 
reſpect to the Descons of the ſame Church; 

* in the firſt Church of the Ephe- 
. os ſians 
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fans, there was a Biſhop, with Elders 
and Deacons under him; as in the Church 
which began at Jeruſalem, there was the 
order of the Apoſtles, of the Diſciples, 
and of the Deacons. In the Chriſtian 
Church, throughout the world, we find 
theſe three orders of Miniſters for fifteen 
hundred years, without interruption. The 
fact therefore is undeniable, that the 
| Church has been governed by Biſhops, 
; Prieſts, and Deacons, from the Apoſtles 
downwards ; and where we find theſe 
orders of miniſters duly appointed, the 
the Word preached, and the Sacraments 
adminiſtered, there we find the Church of 
Chriſt, with its form, and its authority. 


The wiſdom of God i is here very evi- 
dent, in appointing the Orders of the 
Chriſtian miniſtry after the pattern of the 
Jewiſh Church, which was of his own- 
appointment ſo long before. That there 
might be no uncertainty in a caſe of ſuch 
conſequence to the ſouls of men, there was 
no novelty, but a continuation of the like 
adminiſtration with that which had all 

F 2 along 
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along been known and acknowledged in 
the Church. Aaron was an High Prieſt, 

with a miniſtry peculiar to himſelf ; under 
him. there was an order of Prizfts, twenty- 
four in number, who ſerved by courſe in 
the daily ſacrifices and devotions of the 
' Tabernacle and Temple; and theſe were 

aſſiſted by the whole tribe of the Levitec. 
As the law had its paſſover, its baptiſms, 
its incenſe, its ſacrifices, its conſecrations, 
its benedictions, all to be realized under 
the Sacraments and Offerings of the 
Goſpel ; ſo. its Miniſtry was but. a pattern 
of the miniſtry which is now amongſt us; 
and we cannot miſtake the one, if we have 
an eye to the other; ſuch is the goodneſs 
of God in direCting, and keeping us, 
through all the confuſions of the latter 
days, by a rule of ſuch great antiquity, to 
the way of truth, and keeping us in it. 


The great uſe of the Church i is to re- 
ceive and miniſter to the ſalvation of thoſe 

: who are taken out of the world : but this 
it cannot do without the truth of the 
5 Chriſtian DoGtrine ; E the Church i is  there- 
fore 
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fore as an inſtrument, or candleſtick, for 
che holding and preſerving of this facred 
Light. It is called the Pillar and Ground 
of the Truth ; not as if it had any right 
of making or impoſing doctrines of its 
own ; for the ground and the pillar do not 
make the roof, they only ſupport it; nor 
doth the candleſtick make the light,” it 
only holds the light. And theſe fimili- 
tudes will be found juſt, if we purſue 
them farther ; for as when the pillars are 
removed, the building muſt fall; and 
when the lamp or the candleſtick is bro- 
ken, the light will be extinct; ſo if the 
Church be taken away, the Truth falls 
along with it; as we have ſeen, and do 
ſee, in this country. Our Quakers, who 
are fartheſt from the Church, are totally 
departed from the truth of Chriſtian doc- 
trine; and many of thoſe ſeparate con- 
gregations, who were Puritans and Belier- 
ers in the laſt age, are Socinians and Infi- 
dels in this: a conſideration which ſhould 
prevail upon ſincere people of all perſua- 
ſions, who believe in Jeſus Chriſt as their 
Lord and Saviour, to lay aſide their ani- 

4 . mo ty. 
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moſity, and unite againſt the Socinians, 
who are the common enemies of all Chriſ- 


un people, and are now endeavouring to 
overthrow the Faith of our Creeds and 


. 


When we ſpeak of the »/e of the 
Church, we ſhould never forget the great 
benefit and information which ariſes from 
the fats and /eftivals of the Church; (to- 
' tally neglected by the Sectaries) by the 
courſe of which, the piety of Chriſtians is 
directed to all the great ſubjects of the 
Goſpel: ſome of which might otherwiſe 
never be revived in our thoughts during 
the whole year. But the Church ſpends 
its year with Jeſus. Chriſt, and follows 
him in faith, through all the great works 
of his Mediatorial Office, from his Advent 
to the ſending down of the Holy Ghoſt 
on the day of Pentecoſt. On this ground, 
the Work of Mr. Nelſon is of great 
value to all Chriſtian families; and we 
have reaſon to hope it will never fall into 
diſuſe : though all perſons, fanatically 


inclined, are very cold to * merits of it, 
and 
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and the Setaries, it is to be ſuppoſed. 
muſt reject it on their own principles. 


| Here I muſt add, that the Wiſdom of 
God is farther manifeſt, in appointing 2 
proviſion for his Miniſters, independent of 
tie people. The maintenance of the 
Jewiſh Prieſthood was from God; for 
the Tythes and Offerings, on which they 
lived, were firſt dedicated to God, and from 
him transferred for the ſupport of his 
miniſtry, So doth he_ himſelf ſtate the | 
caſe by the Prophet : Ye have robbed me, 
faith be, in Tythes and Offerings ; as if 
they were his own property: and ſo they 
were; for being dedicated to God, the 
firſt proprietor of all things, they belong | 
to him before they belong to his Church. 
The wiſdom and piety of Chriſtian ſtates 
followed the- rule of the Scripture from 
the earlieſt times; and it ill obtains in 
this country. And what would be the 
conſequence if it were not ſo? While 
the miniſter depends only upon the God 
to whom he'is accountable, he dares ſpeak 


the truth: but where he is dependent 1 
the 
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the people, and the people are corrupt, then 
he muſt accommodate himſelf to their 
fancy. For this reaſon, if the people of 
a congregation, who chuſe their own Mi- 
nĩſter, fall into hereſy, they rarely or never 
get out of it, becauſe they will bear no 
teacher, but one who is of their own 
perſuaſion, and will * them i in their 
errors. 


7 have nothing more to ſay upon the 
nature of the Church, but to ſhew the 
extent of its authority. Every ſociety 
muſt have power over its own members, 
to admit or exclude as the caſe requires : 
it cannot otherwiſe ſubſiſt. The Church, 
from the days of the Apoſtles, always ex- 
exciſed the power of excommunicating 
notorious offenders, and of abſolving and 
reſtoring true penitents. Excommunica- 
tion is nothing but a reverſing of baptiſm); 
and they who have authority to baptize, 
muſt have authority to excommunicate. 
The Church muſt alſo have authority in 
directing its own worſhip and ſervices, 
as to time, place, ceremonies, Let all 

e 
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"things" be dune decently and in order e but 
what is decency, and what is order, is not 
ſpecified, and muſt be left to the diſcre- 
tion of the Rulers of the Church. The 
Church has no authority to ordain any 
thing contrary to the Law of God; nor 
doth the Law of God depend upon the 
authority of the Church. There are three 
ſorts of things about which the Church is 
converſant; good, bad, and miifferent : 
the good oblige by their on nature; the 
bad cannot be enforced by any authority : 

therefore the authority of the Church muſt 
extend to things indifferent, that is to 
order and diſcipline, to circumſtances of 
time, place, forms of worſhip, ceremo- 
. nies, and ſuch like: and to diſobey be- 
cauſe they are indifferent is to deny that 
God hath given power to his Church to 
regulate any one drop. equine” 6 


© Ovght we not, on the ft 8. 
derations, to magnify the goodneſs and 
wiſdom of God, who hath provided a 
Church for the reception of loſt mankind, 


: and given to it. the light of truth, and 
, G che 
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the means of grace? No ſubject can be 
pllainer than this of the nature and conſti- 
tution of the Church: and the neceſſity 
of its miniſtry and ordinances to the ſal- 
vation of man, and the preſervation of 
truth, charity, peace, and godlineſs, is as 
clear as the Sun. What a bleſſed thing 
it would be for us, if all people could ſee 
this! What temptations, corruptions, tu- 
mults, and miſeries, would it prevent 
amongſt mankind | But, alas, they are 
ever ingenious in defeating the purpoſes of 
God for their own good. They have 
ways and expedients, not only of making 
themſelves eaſy without the benefits of the 
Chriſtian Church, but of actually caſting 
them all- off with a high hand, as needleſs, 
ſuperſtitious, dangerous, and even ſinful, 
and anti - chriſtian; not helps to falvation, 
but hindrances. How this matter is, and 
with what reaſonings they deceive them- 
ſelves ; we ſhall diſcover with very little 


4 . 
innig. W 
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CA . III. 


Tux ExRoRs, WHICH TEM YT MEN To 
LEAVE THE CHURCH, AND MAKE 
THEM EASY WHEN THEY ARE SEPA= 
RATED FROM IT. | 


HE means of Grace, and the pro- 
miſes of God, being with his 
Church, they who would be made par- 
takers of them, muſt apply to the Church: 
and who would not? Who would not will- 
ingly flee from Sodom on fire to take re- 
fuge in Zoar. When the ſtorm is abroad, 
the beaſts have ſenſe to fly to a place of 
ſhelter : and as the wrath of God is de- 
nounced againſt this world, men muſt be 
enemies to themſelves, if they refuſe to be 
delivered in the way which God hath ap- 
pointed. But we know nothing of this 
world, if we think all men are friends to 
their own ſpiritual intereſt. Many will 
rather have recourſe to theft own imagi- 
nations: and when pride hath got poſ- 
G 2 ſeffion 
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ſeflion of. them, they are abore wth 
: directed. 3 


| 8 The example of Naaman is very in- 


ſtructive on this part of our ſubject. 
When he was ordered to ſeek the cure 


of his leproſy, by waſhing ſeven times in 
Jordan, the proud Syrian refuſed to com- 
ply with the ceremony, becauſe he could 
not ſee how it ſhould have any effect. 
Nevertheleſs, when he had thought better 
of it, that ceremony, unaccountable and 
uſeleſs as it might ſeem to his carnal reaſon, 
cured him of his diſtemper. By the 
Church and its ordinances, every Chriſtian 
is put to the ſame trial; whether he will 
ſubmit to ſuch things as reaſon cannot 
account for? Whether he will look for 
an effe&, to which the cauſe is not ade- 
quate, without. the interpoſition of an in- 
viſible power? The children of God are 


. ſtill exerciſed by this trial. Some accept 


the terms propoſed ; they believe the pro- 
miſes of God, and are ſaved. Of the reſt, 
ſome do not ee how they can be ſaved in 
this manner; and others ſpend their lives 

| BEE er in 
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in vanity, and never think whether they 
can or cannot. Men are influenced by 

two principles totally oppoſite, Sight and 
Faith : the Chriſtian walks by faith and 
not by fight ; the diſputer of this world 
believes nothing but what he fees, and fo 
is incapable of the benefits of Chriſtianity. 
It does not appear to him how power can 
come from Heaven, and be delivered down 
in ſucceſſion by the impoſition of hands: 
how water, which waſhes the body, can 
waſh away fins ; how bread can be made | 
the vehicle of a ſpiritual life ; ſo he lives 
and dies the dupe of a dead philoſophy, 
which admits of nothing ſpiritual in a re- 
ligion whoſe benefits are all of a ſpiritual 
kind. 1 5 14 | Warp 


From the nature of the Church, we 
| ſee how neceſſary it is, that men ſhould 
be taken into it out of this wicked world. 
We ſee how the promiſes of God are con- 
fined to the ordinances of the Church ; 
and that there can be no affurance of ſal- 
vation without them. If we reflect on | 
theſe things, we cannot but conſider it as 
v8 
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anti; inefdimable. bleffing, that God hath 
rg a plain and certain way of 
leading us through the means of Grace, 
to the hope of Glory. We may perhaps 
wonder why men ſhould endeavour to de- 
prive themſel lves of theſe benefits; and 
how Chriſtian people, ſo called, 
ſatisfy themſelves under a cauſeleſs — 
parture from the great Law of peace and 
charity. I will therefore proceed to ſhew 
how they deceive themſelves. There are 
three falſe principles, which, if admitted, 
would e the en of any 
a. | 


The firſt of theſe is the doctrine of an 
abſolute unconditional election to ſalva- 
tion. For if God, by a mere act of his 
ſovereign will, and according to an irre- 
verſible decree, elects men to eternal ſal- 
vation, without regard to conditions and 
circumſtances; then no viſible ordinances 


are neceſſary as means of grace; they are 
; all ſuperſeded, and we are as ſafe with- 


| 8 out them as with them. This doctrine is 


ſo convenient to all the irregular claſſes 
er N R of 
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* of Chriſtian people, who have caſt off the 
Church and its a1 ; that it has been 
much infiſted upon almoſt from the be- 
ginning of the Reformation; and has 
done infinite miſchief. For he who is 
divided from his brethren, with this doc- 
trine in his mind, is thereby confirmed 
and fortified in his errors. In vain ſhall 


we recommend the benefits of Church 


Communion to him, who is ſaved in 
conſequence of a decree, made before the 
Church or the world had a being. God 
hath elected him, without any regard to 
outward ordinances; and ſo the want of 
thoſe ordinances can never render his 
election of no effect. And ſuppoſing his 
doctrine to be true, who can deny the con- 
ſequence? But the doctrine is falſe. 
Thus much of it is true; that, according 
to the Scripture, man is choſen, or elected. 
out of the World, by the free Grace of 
God, without any reſpect to his own 
works, (of which he can have none till 
he is called; being in the ſtate of an un- 
born infant) and brought into God's 
Church. where he is in a ſtate of ſalva- 
tion. 


N, 
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tion; But he may fall from this ſtate; or 
be caſt out of it by the authority which 
brought him into it, and forfeit all the 
privileges of his election; therefore the 
Apoſtle gives us this warning; let him 
that thinketh he flandeth, take heed left he 
falle and St; Peter bids us give diligence 
te malte our calling and eliction ſure. How 
car tfrat be, if we are elected to falvation, 
dy an irreverſible decree? We need take 
no pains to make tłrat ſure, which in its 
nature is irreverfible. Paul was a veſſel 
choſen of God; and yet this fame Paul, 
ſuppoſes it poſſible for him to fall from 
the Grace of God, and become a caſftaway. 
EleQon therefore, as it is ſpoken of in the 
Scripture, hath been groſsly miſunder- 
ſtood: for there is no ſuch” thing there as 
any election of individuals to final falva- 
tion, independent of the ordinances of the 
Church. Election is an inward and 
ſpiritual, grace; but there is no ſuch thing 
adminiſtered to man without ſome out- 
ward ſign. A man might tell us that he 
is ordained to preach the Goſpel: but we 
know this can never be without the lay- 

| ing 
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ing on of hands... He may tell us be is one 
of God's elect; and if the reality of his 
election were to depend upon his own re- 
port, how ſhould we confute, him al- 


though he were guilty of all manner of gt 


wickedneſs? If we believe him on his 
own authority, we may be tempted to be 
as wicked as he is: and multitudes have 
by this doctrine, corrupted one another, i 
and fallen into what is called antinomian- 
im; a neglect of God's Commandments, 
as not neceflary to thoſe who are elected 
independent of works and ſacraments. 
To ſecure us from all ſuch deluſions, 
God hath affixed” ſome outward fign or 
pledge to all his inward gifts, to aſſure 
us of their reality, and prevent impoſture. 
Therefore, where'there is an inward call- 
ing, there is an outward calling with it; 
where there is regeneration, there is the 
- Sacrament of Baptiſm; and the Goſpel 
knows of no regeneration without it. 
I might ſhew how this doctrine of abſo- 
lute election is diſhonourable to God, and 
contrary to his moſt expreſs declarations. 
How it encourages ae. to Pen, 
| | H | pride, 
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pride, and. ungodly living * oY and how. it 
drives others to deſpair and diſtraction +, 


F who have not, nor can bring themſelves 


to an aſſurance of their own perſonal elec- 
tion to the favor of God: but my buſi- 


neſs in this place is only to remark, how 
7 convenient this dofrins. i is to all thoſe | 


, ? - 
i as 


2 1 e ee, a woman in a Sener pariſh, who uſed 
. to boaſt much of her own experiences, and inſult the peo- 
ple of the church as reprobates ; goats. who were to be 
placed on the 4% hand, at the day of judgment; white 
ſhe and her party were the true elect, the ice who were 
to be placed on the right hand. Such was the uſual 
| train of her converſation. But after a time, I heard 
that this'e/e& lady was gone off with the huſband of an- 
other woman. She was a ſevere critic on the Clergyman 


of the pariſh, as one who had many Popiſh actions, be- 


the. cauſe he made a practice of turning to the Eaſt when 
he repeated the Creed; and though he was much at- 
tended to as u preacher, ſhe ſaid it all ſignified no mare 
than the Zerking of a 5 . 


+ When Dr. Wee was Bimop of Exeter, there 
"0p paſſed a day, without a note or notes 'brought to 
Prieſt, Vicar, or Reader, for the prayers of the congre- 
. gation, for perſons troubled i in mind, or poſefſed ; Which 
as ſome judicious perſons conjeftured, was occaſioned by 
the frequent preaching up of the rigid e RARER 
doftrines in ſome LO in that city. 
c N eee Times. 
6 __. who 
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who do not come to God in the ordinary 
way of his inſtitutions, nor can prove 


| theinſelves to be nen of bis n 


A ſecond doarine, on the chdundof which 
men place themſelves above the Church, . 
is that of 'immediate inſpiration. For if 


men are now receiving new direction from 


Heaven, and God ſpeaks in them as he 
did in Moſes, and the Prophets, and the 


Apoſtles, they have no need to conſult 


either the Scriptures or the Church: for 
they are independent of both, and have an 
higher rule. This is the reaſon why no 


impreſſion can ever 'be made upon a 


Quaker, by arguments from the Scripture. 
He anſwers, that the Scriptures (as applied 


by us who do not underſtand them) can- 


not be brought i in evidence 'againſt him'; 


becauſe (to ſpeak in the Quaker language) 
he has within himſelf the ſame ſpirit that 


gave forth the Scriptures ; and the Reve- 


lation which is paſt, muſt give place to 
| that which is ' preſent. Nothing blinds 


the eyes of men ſo effectually as pride; 
nee he who is vain enough to believe, 
= IM 2 
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that he i is under the direQion-of immedi- 
ate inſpiration, muſt believe many other 
ſttrange things. Such people therefore 
never fail to diſpiſe the. miniſtry and wor- 
ſhip of the Church, and make light of all 
its "inſtitutions. The Apoſtles of | Jeſus 
_ . Chriſt foreſeeing by a true revelation, that 
there would be falſe pretenſions to inſpi- 

ration in the Chriſtian Church, as there 


_ © were falſe prophets among the people of 


the Jews, give us warning not to believe 
every ſpirit, (that is, not to believe all 
thoſe who pretend to ſpeak by the ſpirit) 
but to try them whether they ſpeak by the 
ſpirit of truti or the ſpirit of error. 
There are many good rules to direct us 
on this occafion : but there is one which 
every body can underſtand. The ſpirit of 
truth is the ſpirit of love, and peace, and 
unity: the Spirit of error is the ſpirit of 
hatred, and contention, and diſcord. The 
former tends to unite men into one body; 
the latter ſets them at variance, and divides 
| them into parties. | Beloved, ſaith St. 
John, let us love one another ; for every one 
that loveth is born of God, and knoweth God. 
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He that loveth- not, Anowerh not Gad 
When the great rule of Charity is broken, 
and men lay claim to the ſpirit. of God 

while they. have no title to it, then | 
are open to the deluſions of evil lpirits: 
and accordingly many have utteret} hide- 
ous blaſphemies, under a porſuaſion that 
they were ſpeaking. by the ſpirit of God. 
Some have procceded ſo far as to perſonate 
God himſelf . Certain it is, that the 
ſe& who have departed: fartheſt from the 
Church and its ordinances, are the moſt 
forward in their pretenſions to immediate 

e eee this is pre 


* 3 ISS * ot | . 


— 


-.'* In aig! of las, there was a ſeR 
of Camiſar Quakers in London, in whoſe aſſemblies per- 
ſous of both ſexes, particularly young girls, pretended 
to deliver prophecies, with ſtrange ſcreamings and dif- 
tortions. One of theſe people, (horrible to relate) was 
ſeen to take another by the arm, and looking him broad 
in the face, ſaid; Do os not acknowleage me to be the eternal 
and unchangeable God To which the other, falling down 
and trembling, anſwered, I do acknowledge thee, &c. 
Many fine people from the court-end of the town, who 
would paid but little reſpe&t to the benediction of 2 
| Biſhop, were ſeen bending their knees, for a bleſling, 
to theſe Ons. 2 8 OOTY wen 4+ 


p. 235˙ ann 21 Þ 7 
| # | tended 
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—— 


tended to in a lefler degree, a contempt for 
the Church and its miniſtry, ſeldom or 
1 * ere it in the ſame 


ee ee ® Hi a 1 
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Church of no effect, is the ſufficiency of 
moral virtue; and a perilous doctrine it is. 
It comes forward with a more ſober face, 
but it hath leſs of the Goſpel than of En- 
thufiaſm or Predeſtination. For on this 
ground, a man need be of no Church, of 
no ſect, nor even a ' Chriſtian believer ; 
becauſe moral honeſty, which forbears 
theiving and cheating, may be found in 
2 Turk or an Heathen. When people 
would appear to be what they are not, 
and endeavour to ſupply their defects by 
fine words and plauſible pretences, we 

call them hypocrites :-and I will aſſure the 
| RNS: there i is a | og deal ch cant in "the 


2 


ie e eee ee ee 
extelleat Profaceto aber work, on the Enthuſiaſm of Au- 
tonia Bourignon ; ſhewing the original and tengency of 
hers and every other delufion of the ſame eh nien 
preſace the Reader will de well to conſult. R 
- Lav * N | -wor Id, 
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world, befide that of fanaticiſm and affected 
devotion. Impiety can act the hypocrite 

upon occaſion, and magnify moral virtue 

v hen it is ſet in oppoſition to the love of 


God. It is not unuſual for perſons to 


praiſe a man's character; not becauſe 
they love his virtues, but becauſe they 
hate his rival. So do ſome bad men praiſe 
morality, becauſe they hate devotion. 
.* This is too frequently the caſe with thoſe 
who make a falſe eſtimate of what they 
call a good hife 3 leaving out the duties 
moſt eſſential to the life of a good Chriſ- 
tian ; and theſe are a very large party. 
Hereſy and ſchiſm, till they turn into 
profligacy, never fail to deſcant upon the 
ſufficiency of moral duties ; and in this 
they are joined by the whole tribe of 
Deiſts, Infidels, and moral Philoſophers, 
who are glad to hear of a rule of morality, 
(ſuch, by the way, as themſelves are to 
define and determine) which will ſerve l 
them as a ſubſtitute for the Chriſtian life, 
and all the forms of Church devotion. 
* alſo we find thoſe Chriſtians, Who 
live in the habitual neglect of the means 
| 5 of 
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| belief: and he is certainly in unbelief, 
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of grace. I have heard people who never 
were at the Altar; and perhaps never in- 


tended it, comforting themſelves with 


this conſideration, that they never did any 


harm to any body: when they ſhould 


rather have -aſked themſelves, what good 


; they ever did to themſelves, or to any 
body elſe, for the obe of God? With- 
out which, all the virtues of man are, 
j nothing ; and if he places any dependance | 


upon them, they are worſe than nothing. 


If a man is to be ſaved by the Chriſtian 
$ religion, he muſt be a Chriſtian in his 
life: but ſimple morality is not Chriſti- 


anity : it has neither faith, hope, charity, 
prayer, faſting, nor alms, which are the 
Duties of the Chriſtian life, If we mean 
to ſerve God, we muſt ſerve him in his 
Church, and conform. to its ordinances. 
If we do good to our neighbours, we muſt 
do it on a principle of faith; and a cup of 
cold water given on this principle, is of 
more value in the fight of God, than all 
the treaſures of the Indies, if they ale 
- diſtributed from the proud heart of un- 


who 
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who doth not direct himſelf by the rules, 


ee the 1 God | 
hath ee the Church. | 


Neal related to the Hie of 
moral virtue, is the principle of Ancerity, 
which was ſet up in the laſt age, as ſuffi- 
cient of itſelf to [juſtify man in the fight 
of God, independent of the authority and 
benefits of his Church: fo that if a man 
be not a Aypocrite, it matters not what 

religion he is of. If ſincerity, as ſuch, 
independant of any particular way of wor- 
ſhip can-recommend man to the favour of 
God, then there can be no difference as to 
merit between a fincere Martyr, and a 
fſincere Perſecutor; and he that burns a - 
Chriſtian, if he be but in earneſt, hath-the 
ſame title to God's favour, as he that is 
| burnt for believing i in Jeſus Chriſt. This 
poſition, (in the ſenſe of it) abſurd and 
monſtrous as it muſt appear, was the ſup- 
port of a controverſy in this kingdom, in 
which a Biſhop led the way e, 850 and was 


. Thus did the famous Biltiop Mah confort all the 
| a and Enthuſiaſts of his time When you are 


1 followed 


--. 
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followed and applauded by all the liber- 
tines and looſe thinkers of the nation, 
who foreſaw that the argument would 
end in the diſſolution of the Church as a 
. and therefore they made bim a 
thouſand com pliments. 


Tf we conſider how the mind of man is 


influenced by cuſtom and education, and 


that his conſcience and ſelf-approbation 
will be according to his principles; then 
we ſhall: ſee that fincerity, if admitted, 
would ſanctify all the wickedneſs under 
Fed. * Faul, as a zealous Jo, 


ſecure Fd integrity before God—thi will lead you 
not to be afraid of the terrors of men, or. the vain words 


of regular and uninterrupted ſucceſſion, authoritative 
 benediQons, excommunications—nullity or validity of 


| ordinances to the people on account of - niceties . and 


 trifles, or any other the like dreams. I can venture to 
ſay, there never was a cauſe more effectually battled and 
expoſed upon earth, than this of Biſhop Hoadley, againſt 
the Church, and Church Communion, in the Two Ler- 


ters, and the Reply of Mr. William 43 which every 


Clergyman of the Church of England ought to read, 
that he may know what ground he ſtands upon, and 


_ againſt what enemies he . be LEROY forth to maintain 


- it. a 9 


& * 


. Fo ; "verily 


4 3 thought (that is, he was fincerely 
of opinion} that he ought to do many things 
contrary to the name of Jeſus of Nazareth; 


and breathed out threatnings and flaughter. 
Now, as he had a good meaning in all 
he did, to what end was he converted, 
when his fincerity would: have ſaved him 
in his former way? After his mind was 
better enlightened, he pronounced himſelf 


he had done in the fincerity of his heart. 


 commendeth himſelf is approved, but whom the 
Lord commendeth. Upon the whole, he 


way which God hath appointed, and not 
in any way of his own. We ſhall be 
| Judged at laſt according to God's word, 
not according to any perſuaſions we may 


have taken up, through the prejudices 


of education, or the perverſeneſs of our 
a = '2 own 
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ſo he perſecuted the Chriſtians furiouſly, 


to have been the greateſt of inners, for what 


Thus it would be in all other caſes ; he 
that acts ſincerely upon bad principles, 
muſt be a bad man: a corrupt tree cannot 
bring forth good fruit: and, not he that 


that will be ſaved, muſt be ſaved in the 


4 | T 4 " 
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own hearts; all of which ate indeed no 

better than dreams, having no foundation 

but on that looſe bottom of human ima- 

gination, on which are built all the viſions 

of the night, and * the betete in the 
world. 


f Ic the doctrines of abſolute election, 
immediate inſpiration, the ſufficiency of 
moral virtue, and juſtification from /ince- 
rity, were true; it would follow, that 
God is unwiſe, inconſiſtent and improvi- 
dent. For if he appoints a viſible Church 
and its ordinances, as neceſſary to make 
us members of the kingdom of Heaven; 
and if he began the way of falvation by 
adding to the Church ſuch as were to be 
. faved; and yet, with all this, has another 
private way of ſaving men, by a ſecret de- 
cree which has no regard to any outward 


8 means; he is inconſiſtent in ordaining 


them. And alſo, as the doctrine of in- 
mediate Inſpiration, or new Revelation, 
without any. ſigns or credentials from 
Heaven, opens a way to every poflible de- 
luſion of the mind, either. from its own 


vain 
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vlin conceits, or the ſuggeſtions of evil 
ſpitits; God muſt be improvident; in not 
ſecuting us againſt ſuch dangerous impoſi- 
tions, which may introduce all kinds ef 

wickedneſs into the world, under the 

function of a divine authority: an impoſ- 
tor having nothing to do, but to perſuade 
himſelf, as any madman may do, that he 
acts by immediate inſpiration. With this 
perſuaſion, men have butchered one ano-— 
ther to make bloody baptiſms; have ſet 
themſelves up as Kings and Rulers of the 
new Jeruſalem ; have taken plurality of 
wives, and blaſphemouſly perſonated God 
himſelf v. All the diſorders of the laſt 
century were committed by fanatics, who 
aſſumed a privilege of ſeeking the Lord, 
and conſulting, and receiving anſwers 
from him; while their minds were bent 
upon the moſt horrible crimes of Re- 
bellion, Robbery, * Perſecution, 
and Murder. 


Then as to moral virtue; if that can 
fave thoſe who are not added to the Church, 


* See Roſe's View of all Religions; particolarly the 


Account of the Anabaptiſts of 1 : 
MT, 
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it muſt follow; that man never was loſt, 
and that Chriſt need not have come into 
the World. If fncerity in any perſuaſion, 
good or bad, will recommend us to the 
favor of God ; then will lies, if we do but 
believe them, anſwer all the purpoſes of 
truth: then is there no difference between 
good and evil; and it cannot be worth 
While to convert Jews, Turks, or Hea- 
| thens, to the Goſpel, becauſe they are as 
ſafe in their own way. Such are the 
. pleas, by which ſome men of neceſſity, 
and ſome of malignity, ſeek to juſtify 
themſelves, when they leave the Church, 
or deſpiſe, or neglect its ordinances. But 
the Nen of God ftandeth ſure. 


After what 1 been faid, few words 
will be wanting to convince any thinking 
perſon of the dangers and evil conſequences 
which muſt attend the ſin of cauſeleſs ſe- 
| paration. 


If men be fuvation are brought out of 
the World into the Church, they cannot 
| e forſake it, without hazard to their 


ſalvation 
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ſalvation. 1 the promiſes of God, and 
the means of grace are committed to the 
Church, we loſe them when we leave +» _ 
Church: at leaſt. it will be very hard to 
prove that we carry them away with us: 
and who would chuſe to be under any un- 
certainty in a caſe of ſuch importance ? 


Another evil is that of breaking the great 
rule of charity in our worſhip. We are 
commanded to glorify God with one mind 
and one mouth and all to ſpeak the ſame thing. 
How contrary to this is the practice of 
following different ways of worſhip, ſome 
totally diſagreeing with others ; and ſome 
not deſerving the name of any worſhip at 
all; for in ſome of our aſſemblies, people 
meet for no purpoſe but to hear one ano- 
ther talk. There is no praying, no con- 
feſſion of Sins, no Abſolution, no ThankC- 
giving, no Litany, no Sacraments! We 


read, that the Apoſtles, when the Holy 


Ghoſt deſcended, were all with one accord 
in one place z and ſo ought Chriſtians to be, 
if they would Oey. the preſence of te 
ſpirit | 
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| Giri amongſt am who is thepirit of 
unity. And as the ſpirit of unity in wor- 
ſhip, diſpoſes men to a more peaceable 
and charitable temper; ſo the ſpirit of 
diviſion and fanaticiſm is attended with 
violence and bitterneſs of language, and 
an intolerant perſecuting humour toward 
all who are not fanatics; eſpecially to- 
land, which is deſervedly placed at the 
head of the Proteſtant reformation ®. 


There 


An author who put out a Syllabus of Lefaves, in the 
year 4778, on the Principles of Non-conformity, ſpeaks in 
the perſon of Jeſus Chriſt, upon the tribunal of judg- 
ment at the laſt day, and ſuppoſes him preſenting to the 
world on that tremendous occaſion, his faithful ſervants, 
the Non-conformiſt miniſters, as the great objects of his 
favour; and at the ſame time ſending off thoſe holy - 
rants, the Biſhops of the Church of England, into ever- 
laſting fire, with that dreadful ſentence —Dzyazr : 
And what are they to be damned for? Becauſe they 
_could not approve of Non-conformity 12 religion of nega- 
tives They ſaw enough of its fruits to diſlike it in 
former times, from its firſt appearance in this kindom : 
but they did not ſee, as we do now, that its end is 126 
delity : to which it hath been tending for many years 
paſt, and hath now attained it in the writings of Dr. 
Priefthy, and the Unitarian Aſfociation. "Theſe Lec- 


tures, with this dreadful er of damnation to the 
' 3 
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67 There is alſo great hazard of loſing the 
the doctrinen when we leave the worſhip 

our. AO Bris of 


Biſhops, by Brother Robinſon, were approved by the 
Zaſter Aſſociation of E ex, at Harlow, and recommended 
to the Sifter-Churches by oder of all. June 18, 1778. 
Of what character muſt theſe Siſter-Churches be, if 
they are of the ſame ſpirit with Brother Robinſon ? Surely 
they are not chaſte wirgins, preſentable to a meek and 
merciful Saviour, who prayed. for his murderers ; but 
unmerciful harlots, curſing and damning the eſtabliſhed 

Church for retaining Epiſcopacy. Had there been no 

Non-conformity, the poor Biſhops might have eſcaped 

like other men, and have been entitled to their chance 

of mercy, through the merits of their Redeemer, who 
died for them, and for all men, and ſent forth the firſt 

Biſhops by his own immediate authority. What would 
ſuch Non-conformiſts do, if they had it in their power, 
who are provoked to ſuch uncharitable ravings under 
the preſent moſt mild and moderate ſtate of the Church 

of England? | 

But the moſt ſuperlative inſtance of fanatic malignity 
I ever yet ſaw, is to be found in the works of Milton, 
whoſe malignity was rendered more malignant by the 
depreſſed and afflicted condition to which the Church 
was then reduced. He was a man of a bright and per- 
ſect imagination, and gifted with a wonderful choice of 
beautiful and deſcriptive expreſſion. But the weapon 
is the worſe for its ſharpneſs, when malice hath the 
handling of it: and imagination is a mirror which can 
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of the Church. When the ten Tribes 
revolted from the worſhip at Jeruſalem, 
| they ſoon loſt the truth of their law, and 

fell into an idolatrous worſhipping of the 
Calves they had ſet up in Dan and Bethel. 
Their government was troubled with great 


| diſorders, and their confuſion ended in 


their utter diſperſion. When men leave 


„ 


reflect the fires of Hell as well as 185 of Heaven; 
of which, I think, we have an example in the following 
inveRtive againſt the Biſhops of the Church of England: 

* 'But they—that by the impairing and diminution of 
the true faith, the diſtreſſes and ſervitude of their 
country, aſpire to high dignity, rule, and promotion 
here, after a ſhameful end in this life (which God grant 
them !) ſhall be thrown down eternally into the dark- 
eſt and deepeſt gulph of Hell; where under the de- 
ſpiteful control, the trample and ſpurn of all the other 
damned, who, in the anguiſh of their torture, ſhall have 
no other eaſe than to exerciſe a raving and beaſtial ty- 
ranny over them, as their ſlaves and negroes, they ſhall 
remain in that plight for ever, the baſeſt, the lowermoſt 
the moſt dejeted, moſt underfoot, and down trodden 
vaſſals of perdition.” Concluſion of Milton's 'Treati/e 
on Reformation: Vol, I. p. 274. If it were put to my 
option, whether I would be an Ideot, without a ſingle 
faculty of mind, or a ſingle ſenſe of the body ; or whe- 
ther I would have Milton's imagination, attended with 
this fiery ſpirit of fanaticiſm ; I ſhould not heſitate one 
moment to determine, | 


by 


the 


ESSAY. ON THE -CHURCH. 6 

the worſhip of the Church, it is very 
natural for them to become diſaffected 
to its doctrines: and they, who hate the 
Chriſtian Faith, will take part with thoſe 
who are againſt the Church; becauſe 
they foreſee, that if the Church be deſ- 
troyed, the faith will be loſt; as the light 
goes out hen the lamp is broken. One 
of the moſt blaſphemous books that ever 
was written in this country againſt the 
Chriſtian Faith, was all of it apparently 
directed againſt the Church: on which 
conſideration, many. who then believed 
the Chriſtian doctrines, were drawn in by 
a diſaffection to the Church, to take part 
with an infidel. 

2. Iam to remark farther, that with thoſe 
who are ignorant and ill-inſtructed in the 
nature and uſe of the Church, there is a 
perverſe prejudice in favour of preaching ; 
and conſequently a ſhocking negle& of 
thoſe duties which belong to the people. 
It is a fine eaſy way for people with itch- 
ing ears, to hear a preacher talk them into 


Heaven; while they neg lect all the more 
K 3 eſſential 


* 


as people hear a ſpeech upon a ſtage, and 
conſult nothing but their own amuſement. 
And while the whole of the miniſterial 
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eſſential parts of divine worſhip.” "Many 
hear a,Sermon with the ſame vain curioſity 


duty is ſuppoſed to conſiſt in preaching, 
a man, who can baul and rant, is tempted 
to take himſelf for a miniſter of Jeſus 


Chriſt, without any regular miſſion ; of 


which ſort we. have multitudes in this 


kingdom at- this time: and it is to be 


feared they are increaſing. It is no un- 
common thing for perſons of all perſua- 


ſions to meet in the fame Church to hear 
the ſame preacher ; many of whom have 


no communion with one another at any 


other time: how is a preacher to pleaſe 


leaving the Church. of Chriſt out of the 


ſuch a mixt multitude of hearers, but by 


% 


queſtion, and preaching a looſe ſort of R 


= Chriſtianity, which will fit them all ? 


Perhaps, if he were to ſpeak the plain 
truth, and, from a fincere regard to their 


ſouls, give them ſuch information as they 


ſtand moſt in need of, many of them 
would leave him with indignation : as 
| | there 
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there were thoſe who would walk 10 
langer with Jeſus Chriſt, becauſe they 
were not able to bear the things that were 
ſpoken by him. There is a faſhion of 
inviting people to come to Chrift, without 
telling them where and how he is to be 
Wund. Beſides, it is a great miſtake to 
ſuppoſe, that the whole of religion con- 
ſiſts in our taking of Chriſt; it is begin- 
ning at the wrong end: for Chriſt is to 
take us, as he took the little children in his 
arms and gave them his bleſſing v. He 
ſaid to his diſciples, ye have not choſen me, 
but 1 have choſen you. There is a covenant 
between us and God, into which God, of 
his infinite grace, takes us; we do not 
take him, neither can we: and this con- 


* Mr. Locke, in his Reaſonablentſs of Chriftianity (a 
ſtrange piece of divinity) is in the ſame miſtake. He 
makes baptiſm a v/fble ad, whereby thoſe, who believed 
Chriſt to be the Meſſiah, received lim as their king. So 
again in the ſame ſtyle, he ſays, that by baptiſm men 
enroll themſelves in the kingdom of Jeſus ; which is but 
to ſay in other words, that they write their ozon names 


in Heaven, From ſuch language as this, it is too ap- 
parent, that Mr. Locke's Ideas of the Chriſtian — 


aud Sacraments, were exceedingly low. 
| Gave 
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fines us to the ordinances of the Church, 
which are not of us, but are the gifts of 


| God's free grace to us miſerable ſinners : 
and Chriſtians are united to God, and to 


done another, by the ſervices of prayer, and 


the participation of the ſacraments, more 
than by the hearing of the word of God 
without them z which many hear for rea- 
ſons of vanity and uncharitableneſs. Who 
are the beſt friends every miniſter hath in 
his pariſh ? They who attend the prayers 
and ſacraments with him; who are edified 
by his prieſthood as well as by his preach- 
ing; and are active in the great work of 
their own ſalvation. 


3- As the latter times of the Jewiſh 
Church were very corrupt, and the doc- 
trines of God were rendered of none effect 
by the inventions of men : it is agreeable 
to the prophecies of the New Teſtament, 
that offences muſt come amongſt us ; that 
men muſt ariſe, out of the Church, þeat- 
ing perverſe things, to draw away Diſciples 
after them : alſo that many will not endure 
found * but heap up ta themſelves 


teachers 


* * n N 
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teachers (of their own appointing) having 
itching ears, | 8 ain 


' Theſe and many other like paſſages 
give us notice, that there muſt be a fall- 
ing off from the faith, with confuſion and 
diſagreement in the Chriſtian ſociety. 
If we look at our own Church, we have 
but a melancholy proſpect; and cannot 
help obſerving, that it approaches too 
near to the ſtate of the Jewiſh Church 
before its deſtrudtion. As they had cor- 
rupted the doctrines of Moſes and the 
Prophets, and in conſequence of it were 
divided into ſects (for as truth unites, 
error always divides men) ſo have we 
corrupted the doctrines of the Goſpel, and 
are miſerably divided in conſequence of 
it, I could name ſome doctrines, which if 
our Saviour were now to deliver in the 
metropolis of London, with the ſame free- 
dom and authority as he did at Jeruſalem, 
I verily believe he would be perſecuted 
and put to death by people called Chriſtians, 
as he was of old by thoſe who were called 


Jews. 


4 
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Fen The Church of Jeruſalem was 


inſeſted with temporiſing and philoſophiſ- 


ing Jews, who were fartheſt of all other: 


| from the faith, while they affected to be 
wiſer than all the reſt of the people. The 


Sadducees believed neither Angel nor Spirit, 


and ſaid there was no Reſurrection. The 


Herodians were politicians and men of the 


world, who flattered Herod that he was 
the Meſſiah. The Phariſees were a proud 

| fanRified fect, very godly in qutward 
ſhew, but full of hypocriſy within, They 


juſtified themſelves and deſpiſed others, 
as not good enough to ſtand. near them, 


or belong to the ſame Church with them. 


Of the ſect of the Eſenes, we have no par- 
ticular account in the New Teſtament ; 
but from all we can learn, I take them to 
have been the Quakers of that time, who 
had thrown off all external rites of wor- 
ſhip, and affected a religion perfectly pure 
and philoſophical. The Sadducees were 
the Socinians of Judaiſm ; who had no- 
thing ſpiritual belonging to them, and had 
reduced their law to an empty form. 

The 


* 
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The venality and avarice of the Jews of 
our Saviour's time, were notorious, and 
provoked his indignation. Their tem- 
ple, filled with buyers and ſellers, was 


turned into a den of thieves : and, God - 


knows, there is too much of a worldly 
traffick amongſt us; which is too far 
gone to be reformed, and too bold to be 
cenſured——venduntur omnia & | [> 


1 But whatorir abuſes there may be 
in the Church, it is our duty to make the 
beſt of it. The Church is our ſpiritual 
mother ; and we may apply thoſe words 
of the wiſe man, deſpiſe not thy mother 
when ſhe is old; not even if ſhe ſhould 
be in rags and dotage. The doctrine of 
the Church of England is, by profeſſion, 


„ CHURCH LIVING.” 
„Two thouſand pounds ready for the next Preſenty- 
tion to a Rectory of adequate value, with immediate 
*« reſignation, The. Advertiſer is ſixty-five years of 
«« age. Apply to Mr., Attorney, Holborn,” | 
" Perjary, which is nowin a very growing Nate, may, - 
in time, come to market with as much boldneſs as her | 
iter Simexy hath done for many years paſt, l 
L Rill 


ESSAY ON THE CHURCH, 
pe; pure and apoſtolical ; and, whatever 
faults it may have contracted, it cannot 
be worſe than the Church which our 

Saviour found in Jeruſalem: yet he till 
recommended to the congregation, the 
duty of obedience to their ſpiritual Rulers. 
The Scribes and the Phariſees fit in Moſes 
feat ; all, therefore, whatſoever they bid 
you obſerve, that obſerve and do. Bad as 
the Church then was, our Saviour never 
forſook it, but taught daily in the 7 emple ; 
and his Apoſtles attended upon its wor- 
ſhip at the hours of prayer; and probably 
continued ſo to do, till they were diſperſed. 
Neither Chriſt nor his Diſciples ever con- 
ſidered the doctrines of Church- authority, 
and Succeſſion, and Conformity, as vain 
worde and idle dreams, as our Socinians 
have done of late years; and after what 

hath been ſaid, their views: want no ex- 
planztion. | r 


4 I . 
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bs + In our ESD toward thoſe who 
have departed from us, let not us, who 
honour the Church, fall into the error of 
thoſe who deſpiſe it. Let us not betray 
any 
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any ſymptoms of pride i in cenſuring with 
ſeverity, but rather, with hearts full of 
ſorrow and compaſſion, lament the dif- 
ferences and diviſions which expoſe the 
Chriſtian Religion to the ſcorn of its ene- 
mies. Infidels are delighted to ſee that 
Chriſtians cannot underſtand one another; 
for thence they are ready to report, that 
there is no ſenſe amongſt them all, nor 
any reaſon in their religion; for that, if 
there were, they would agree about it. 
In this alſo the Papiſts triumph; they 
boaſt of their advantage over the Reformed, 
in that they are preſerved in peace and 
unity, while we are torn to pieces with 
factions and diviſions. Hence they re- 
flect upon the whole reformation, as a 
natural ſource of confuſion ; that they be- 
long to Feru/alem, and we to Batel; that 
when we leave their Church, the city upon 
the hill, we never know where to ſtop, 
till we get to the bottom: that is, till 
we have run either into the madneſs of 
Enthuſiaſm, or the profaneneſs of Infi- 
delity. How ſhall we. ſtop. this wide 
mouth of ſcandal, while appearances are 
L 2 2 


4.2 Þ 
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ſo much againſt us? However, this re- 
proach doth not reach us of the Church 


f England ; who, in docrine and profeſ- 


5 i 6 ſion, are where we were two hundred 


years ago. Let thoſe. who have left us, 
try if - they can anſwer the Papiſts upon 
this head: it is their buſineſs to account 
for the. confuſion wine: oy only have 
5 . 


1 the N of this Church have any 
deſire to preſerve it, they muſt conſider 
for what end the Church is appointed. 
A Chriſtian Church is a candleſtick, to 
hold forth the Light of the Goſpel. 
When it ceaſes to anſwer that end, it is of 
no uſe as a Church; and the world may 
do as well without it. Great things have 
been attributed of late times to moral 


preaching: 0 but there is no ſuch thing 28 


telling people what they are to do, without 
telling them what they are to believe; 
beeauſe the Chrilian morality is built upon 
the Chrifian faith, and is totally different 
from the morality of Heathens. Deyn, 
ſo called, is a * without Chr; Nianity; 

7 it | 
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| ie has neither the Father, the Son, not 
the Holy Gheſt, into Whoſe name Chill" 
tians are baptiſed.” It has no Sacraments, 
no Redemption, no Attonement, no 
Cbhureh Communion; and conſequently 
no Charity; for Charity is the love and 
unity of Chriſtians as ſuch. Natural Re- 
Higion is but another name for Dein; it is 
the ſame thing in all reſpects; and I may 
challenge all the philoſophers- in Europe 
to ſhew the difference. Therefore; to 
recommend moral duties on the ground of 
natural Religion, is to pteach Deiſm from 
a pulpit: and we ſhould aſſæ ourſelves, 
whether God, whe upholds his Church, 
to declare ſalvation by Jeſus Chriſt alone, 
will preſerve a Church, when it Has left 
the Goſpel, and holds forth the light of 
Deiſm in the candleſtick which was made, 
and is ſupported in the world, only to hold 
forth the light of Chriſtianity? What 
elſe is it that hath made way for the 
Enthufraſtic. rant of the Tabernacle ? 
When the wiſe ſorſake the Goſpel, then 
is the time for the un- wiſe to take it up; 
but with ſuch a mixture of error and in- 
4 1 f. f | | 4 
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diſcretion, as gives the world a pretence 
for never returning to it any more: and 
then. the quien ene 14 8 . 


* ba 5 
IT 


Babs, nth 0 called,” ) (faith a 
0 writer) is the religion. efſential to 
* mat, the true original Religion g reaſon 
and nature. — It is in Deiſm, properly ſo 
called, that our more diſcerning and 
* rational, drvines. have conſtantly placed 
the alone excellency, and true Glory of the 
* Chriſizan inſtitution, —— The Goſpel (ſays 
Dr. Sherlock). Was 4 Republication of the 
. Lau of Nature. and : its precepts: declara- 
c, tive of. that original Religion, which was as 
© old as the creation. V natural Religion 
(days Mr. Chandler) * be not à part of the 
5 ' Religion of Chriſt, tis ſearce worth whit 
to enquire at all, what. his religion is : 
from whence it ſeems very natural to 
by infer, that the other parts of. the Religion 
« of Chrift, are ſearce worth any thing at al 
 * gf eur notice." ¶ Dan fairly Rated by e 
moral Phuloſopher : p. 5, 6, 7.) See the 
whole Book, which proceeds on this 
e ; that natural Religion being 
admitted, 
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admitted; it muſt be a perfect ſcheme, a 
compleat- ſtructure; and that Chriſtianity, 
as a ſuperſtructure, is unneceſſary: and 
it is lamentable to ſee what advantage 


this apthor takes of the unguarded con- 
ceſſions, ſome celebrated Chriſtian preach- 
ers and controverſialiſts of the Church of 
England, who did not foreſee, or did not 
conſider, the ed of their doc- 
trines. 2 : 5 


The Biſhop of Landaff's Collection of 
Tracts, in ſix volumes, opens with the 
Theological Lectures of Dr. Taylor, of 
Norwich, a Diſſenting Teacher ; which 
ſhews his Lordſhip's great candour toward 
that party. In the firſt Chapter of which 
Lectures, I find a rule of interpretation 
repugnant to the rule given us by the 
Scripture itſelf, which directs us to com- 
pare ſpiritual things with ſpiritual; that is, 
to compare the Scripture with the Serip- 
ture, that we'may keep to the true ſenſe 
of it. But here it is laid down as a 
fundamental rule, that we ſhould always 


e the Scripture, i in a ſenſe conſiſtent 
wit/h 


to ks ON TAE E/CHURCH. 


with thi Jaws of natural Religion ;. for that 
the dew of ture, as it is founded in the 
wnchangeable nature of things, muſt be the 
bat and ground - wort of every conſtitution 
of _ Religion, which God hath et ,, 
Now, with all due deference fo his 
Lordſhip's judgment in collecting pro- 
perly for the Edification of the Clergy, 
and the people committed to their charge; 
this rule of Dr. Taylor pre- judges the 
KY Scripture before we come to it, and incul- 
cates into in- experienced Students of Di- 
vinity, the very prineiple that hath ruined 
us, and given us up as a prey to the 
Deiſts; it allows them the advantage 
they have contended for againſt the pecu- 
liar doctrines of Revelation, as ſcarce 
mort any thing at all of our notice, in com- 
pariſon of natural Religion, For here, I 
5 lay, before we: deſcend to the Scripture, | 
ve are. poſſeſſed of a ſyſtem, founded in 
the unchangeable nature of things; from 
which, whatſoever the Bible may ſeem 


_ to reveal, we ate never to d Let us 


1 * e rue Trafts, vol. 4, p. S. 
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then ſuppoſe, that our Chriſtian Baptiſm 
_ teaches us to believe in the Name of the 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt: What have 
we to do? Natural Religion hath already 
determined, from the unchangeable nature 
of things, that God is but one perſon 8. 
Therefore we muſt interpret the form of 
Baptiſm to ſuch a ſenſe, as will ſtill leave b 
this doctrine of nature in poſſeſſion z 
either by teaching that the Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt, are, in reality, but one 
perſon ; or that Jeſus Chriſt is no perſon 0 
in the Godhead, but a mere man, lite our- 
ſelves or, that Chriſtianity is not true, 
&. - So, in like manner, by another anti- 
cipation, natural Religion makes every 
man his own Prieſt and his own Temple: 
therefore it cannot poſſibly admit the 
true and proper Prieſthood of Jeſus Chriſt; 
but muſt reject the whole doctrine of 
attonement, and the corruption of man's 
0 mon; for this is nenne with the 


” „This, (ſays Dr. Clarke) is the firft FOR of 
Natural Religion.” See Mr. Jones's Catholic Do&rine 
of the Trinity; p. 15, of the ſixth Edition; where this 
nn 4 phony.» 
M „ ides 
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idea of a natural Religion; ibaſmuch 
as corrupt nature muſt produce a corrupt 
Religion. If we ſay that nature is not 
corrupt, we overturn the foundations of 
the Goſpel; which teaches us, that 7he 
natural man receiveth not the things of the 
Spirit / God, neither can he know tem. 
Man, it ſeems, is fo far from knowing the 
22 ſpiritual things revealed to him in the 
Scripture, that, as he now is by nature, he 
is not in a condition to receive them (they 
will be _fool;/ineſs to him) till he is enabled 
ſo to do by a new faculty of 4; ſeernment, 
which is ſupernatural and ſpiritual. It is 
therefore eaſy to forefee what muſt be the 
conſequence, when Dr. Taylor's Rule is 


185 admitted; and the younger Clergy of this 


Church, pre/ented (as I hear ſome of them 
are) with a Copy. of his Lordſhip's Col- 
lection, ſtudy Divinity upon this ground. 
They will take the doctrines of nature, 
and work them up with the doctrines of 

the Scripture: that is, they will, throw 
natural Religion into the Scripture, as 
Aaron threw the gold of Egypt into the 


fire: and, What will come out? Not the 
Chriſ- 


„ ® 
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Chriſtian Religion, but the gies 
aal, of em. 27 


'M r. Locke 5 Reafonablencſ of one 
may be read with ſafety, by thoſe who are 
already well learned in the Scripture: 
but if I had been of his Lordſhip's counſel, 
I ſhould have thought it my duty to re- 
monſtrate againſt the admiſſion of it into 
ſuch a collection. For what a perilous 
ſituation muſt that poor young man be in, 
who, perhaps, when he can but juſt con- 
ſtrue the Greek Teſtament, or before, is 
turned over to be handled and tutored by 
his renowned Veteran ; who, with a ſhew 
of reaſonableneſt, and ſome occaſional 
ſneers at Orthodoxy, and affecting the 
piety and power of inſpiration itſelf, has 
partly overlooked, and partly explained 
away, the firſt, and greateſt principles of 
Chriſtianity, and reduced it to a ſingle 
| propoſition, conſiſtent with Hereſy, Schiſm, 
Calviniſm, Arianiſm, Socinianiſm, and 


Quakeriſin, 


7 
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His Lordſhip hath. introduced many 
other Tracts of the Diſſenters, beſides the 
Lectures of Dr. 7 aylor, for the uſe of the 
Clergy of the Church of England ; and 
gives ſuch a reaſon for it, as hath a very 
fair and liberal appearance. But in order 
to make a right eſtimate of this meaſure, 
and prove it in the balance of truth and 
equity, let us change the ſcales. Let us 
ſuppoſe, that ſome Doctor in a Diſſenting, 
or peradventure (for ſuch it may be in 
this age) a Socinian Academy, had com- 
piled a miſcellaneous book for the uſe of 
the ſtudents, and had opened his colleftion 
with a courſe of inſtitution by ſome true 
and zealous Divine of the Church of Eng- 
land; I rather think the party would con- 
ſider him as a ſuſpicious character; who, 
under the 'maſk of Candour and Libe- 
rality, was flyly endeavouring to bring 
them all ge about to ed raced and 
eg 
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o THE ABvse OF THE REFORMA-' 
TION, &c. YN 


O the Doftrines which are pleaded 
1 in defence of ſeparation, I might 
have added the uſe which has been made 
of the-hiftorical event of our Reformation 
from the Errors of the Church of Rome. 
Here the Diſſenters are in confederacy 
with the Papiſts againſt us. The Papiſts 
object, that by the /a# of our ſeparation 
from their Church, the principle of ſepa- 
ration is admitted; and being once ad- 
mitted, it will multiply ſects and diviſions 


amongſt us, and juſtify them all, as much 


as it juſtifies us. This is the very argu- 
ment, which the Diſſenters have repeated 
an hundred times; and they borrowed it 
originally from Rome, whoſe Emiſſaries 
were detected among the Puritans in the 


days of Rlizabeth, * them with 
reaſons 


3 yy * by "St 
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reaſons and objections for the multiplying 


of ſchiſm, and the weakening of the 
' Epiſcopal Church of England : and God 


knows, they ſucceeded but too well. 
However, the link which unites theſe 


two parties, may eaſily be broken. They 


both agree, that the Reformation of the 


Church of England was a Separation from 


the Church of Rome, of the ſame kind, 


and on the ſame principles, with the ſe⸗ 


paration of our. Difſenters. But to fay 


this, is to aſſert, that the Pope had a /ega! 


authority over the Church of England; 


when in fact it was an uſurped authority; 


and the Church of England reformed it- 
ſelf, as a national Epiſcopal Church, on 


the ground of its original independence on 


the See of Rome. Therefore, till our 
Sectaries have given up this point to the 


Papiſts, and made the Church of England 
legally dependent on the authority of 


Rome, the caſe of our Reformation affords 
no precedent to their Separation. This 


' Biſhop Hadley knew ; therefore he al- 
lowed the authority of the Church of 


TORO and made the:Reformation of this 
| Church, 
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Church, a forcible Separation, or Schiſm, 
that all the Sectaries might be juſtified 
by our example. But he goes to a greater 
length: he maintains, that we did not re- 
form, becauſe the doctrines of the Church 
of Rome were adtualh corrupt, but becauſe 
we thought them ſo; putting our Reforma- 
tion-on the foot of opinion, not of reaſon- 
able right, and actual knowledge: and 
opinion being once admitted as a rule of 
Reformation, will hold as good againſt 
us, as againſt the Papiſts: nay, it will 
ſtop no where, till it make every man a 
Church to himſelf; with ſuch doctrines 
as he likes, and without any one Chriſ- 
tian ordinance whatſoever When we 
deſcend to reaſon and authority, a weak 
cauſe may ſoon be overthrown ; but if 
opmion is to juſtify, the Quakers may 
ſtand their ground; and ſo may Socinians, 
Mahometans, Jews, and Heathens; be- 
caufe the opinions of men, from the force 
of cuſtom and habit, will go with the 
perſuaſion in which they have been edu- 
cated. The Papiſts wiſh to put all Re- 
formation from their Church, on ſuch a 
foot, : 


3 
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foot, that the principle may be ruined by 
its own abſurdity: and in this, our Sec- 
taries, with Biſhop Hoadley for their ad- 
vocate, have _— _ all the advan- 
5 os they can defire.., ,, _ | 


Popular power is l engine which 
hath been turned againſt the Church; 
that is, againſt the authority of God and 
his Miniſters; and if this is admitted, 
then muſt that be right which the people 
ſet up, whatever it may be. All unlaw- 
ful authority affects to ride in upon the 

backs of the people: and the patriots of 
Pagan Rome, while they trampled upon 
captive Kings, and looked upon all na- 
tions as made to be their ſlaves, were al- 
ways flattering the people of their own 
commonwealth, with the conceit of their 
own Majeſly, The Geneva diſcipline 
went upon this principle; and they were 
followed therein by our Puritans and In- 
dependents. But the Scripture is fo ex- 
preſly againſt it, that its friends were 
tempted to corrupt the Text of the New 
Teſtament, to give it countenance, | In 
| the 
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the Hiſtory of the Ordaining of the ſeven 
Deacons, in the ſixth Chapter of the Acts, 
the Text ſays—whom WE may appoint over 
this bufingſ.— giving the appointment to 
the Apoſtles. But the words were altered 
into—whom YE may appoint—giving the 
appointment to the people. One of the 
largeſt and the moſt numerous Folio Edi- 
tions of the Bible ever printed in this 


country, which is that of Field 1660, 
ſeveral copies of which are till to be ſeen, 


upon the Reading-deſks in our Churches, 
has this corruption ; as many others had 
from. the years 1640 to 1660. Field 
Edition was worked off in the time of 
the Uſurpation, and was to have been 
publiſhed under the authority of the Par- 
liament ; but not coming forth till after 
the Reſtoration, the Title Page was 
changed, and it made its appearance cum 


Privileg io. 


From this falfification of the A poſtolical 
Hiſtory, it is eaſy to foreſee (and every 
young reader ſhould be aware of it) how 


the Engliſh Hiſtory, particularly that of 
N _ 
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the laſt century, | muſt have ſuffered under 
the bands of the fame party ; what falſi- 
ties and forgerles muſt have been pro- 
pagited, to conceal the truth, to defame 
and blacken the beſt characters, and to 
juſtify the worlt. Sometimes theſe bold 
experiments brought the authors of them 
into great embarraſſment. Mr. Baxter, 
| in two Editions of his Saint S Everlaſting 
Res, printed before the year 1660, in- 


ſtead of the King dom of Heaven, as it is 
in the Scriptufe, alls it the Parliament of 


| Heaven (and, if like their own, it muſt 
have been a Parliament without a King 
and into this Parliament he puts ſome of 
the Regicides, and other like Saints, who 
were then dead. But in” the Editions 
after the Reſtoration, he drops them all 
out of Heaven again, and reſtores the 
kingdom of God to its place, in the lan- 
guage of the Goſpel. Lord Brook was one 
of the Saints whom Baxter thus diſcanon- 
| ized: of whoſe remarkable end Lord 
Clarendon gives an account z Vol. II. 
9 vi. p. 1 14. | 


But 
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But to return to the ſuhject gf popular 
ion. I bays an author before me, 
2 x” mr Be againſt Prieftcraft, who finds 
the right of the people in the Hiſtory of 
the Election of Maker to the Apoſtle- | 
7905 i that ordination might ; valid by the 
voter of the people only, without the imme- 

diate interpofition of © Heaven. ” He calls 
the Aſſembly of Apoſtles and Diſciples, 
who were an hundred and twenty in num- 
ber, the people ; of whom we know that 
eleven were Apoſtles; that ſeventy more 
were ordained Miniſters ; and nothing ap- 
| pears, but that (the women excepted) all 
the reſt of this aſſembly were of the 
Miniſtry likewiſe. But ſuppoſing them 
to be the people, how does it appear, that 
ordination was valid by their votes? 

Where is the account of this voting? The 
election is referred to God in the deter- 
mination of a lot. — Thou, Lord, ſhew 
whether of theſe two thou haſt choſen. 
Here the immediate interpoſition of Hea- 
ven is applied for; but our orator ſays, 
his, ordination was from the votes of the 

f N 2 f . 
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people only, without any ſuch interpoſi- 
tion of Heaven v. Theſe two examples 
may be ſufficient to ſhew the wretched 
© ſhifts, and bold experiments, to Which 
men are driven in the handling of the 


Scripture, to uphold the Anti chriſtian 


doctrine of a Church, derived from the 


authority of the people. . : A 


ee the Are leid th the Root of Pritftcraft' in four 
- Diſcourſes. See Diſc, iy. p. 5. 
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SHORT VIEW, &. 


HE excellent Hooker, in the Preface 

to his Eeclefiaſtical Polity, gives us & 
curious and clear account of the zeal and 
artifice with which the firſt Puritans - 
maintained and recommended their ſchiſm 
againſt the Church of England. But 
every member of this Church ſhould fee, 
within as ſhort a compaſs as may he, how 
the ſame cauſe (allowing for the difference 
of times and faſhions) is maintained. now. 


A worthy Divine diſtinguiſhed himſelf 
ſome thirty years ago, in Three Letters to a 
Gentleman diſſenting from the Church of 
England; which Letters were much at- 
tended to at the time, and procured the 


author, the 0 and encouragement of 
| Arch- 


” 
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Archbiſhop Secker. He afterwards re- 
duced the ſubſtance of them into. a ſmall 


manual, addreſſed to a Diſenting pari/hi- 


aner, with the pious deſire of guiding hin 
to the Chure & England? andran excel- 


Tent little piece it is. But as the zeal of 


our Diſſenters permits nothing of this kind 
to paſs, without the. appearance of an 
anſwer, it is probable they ſet one of 


their beſt hands upon the work of writing 


a ſhort reply to it; that the Diſſenting 


pariſhioner might not be guided to the 
Church of England, This reply, which 
was printed at Birmingham, (that modern 
mint of baſe money, and falſe doctrine) 
I have, with ſome difficulty, procured ; 


and I ſhall produce, in their order, ſuch 


arguments as I have found in it; from 


which it will be ſeen, how the Diſſenters 


of the preſent age defend their ſepara- 


1. They make very light of the ſin of 
Schiſm, as a thing which has nothing 
frightful to wy people; although it be 
dreſſed up by us in a frightful form, to 
N terrify 
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We are then agreed, that Schiſm muſt be 


_ the ignorant, and ſueh an are Chil- 
dren in r y e 


Such is — . it is 3K 
againſt us ; but when it comes home to 
themſelves, they have entertained à very 
different opinion of it, and have carried 
the principle of unity as high as the moſt 


* . 


_ zealous of the Church of England. Li- 


berty- of | conſcience, when it operated 
againſt themſelves, was called, curſed To- 
leration, that hideous monſter of Toleration, 
in a book ſubſcribed by the Miniſters of 


the Province of London, Dec. 14, 1647 . 


of pernicious conſequence, and that it is a 
grievous affliction to the Chriſtian ſociety ; 


M See a friendly debate hergorn a Conformilt and a 
Non. con formiſt. Edit. 3. p. 76. That the Diſſenters 
are, to this day, of the ſame iatolerant ſpirit, is not to be 
doubted ; and I have had repeated demonſtrations of it 
under my own eye, who have ſeen a ſmall minority of 
Diſſenters, though unprovoked, tir. up ſuch a furious 
oppoſition againſt 'a Church, and its Miniſter, that a 
good man, of a peaceable temper, made this reflexion 
upon it to his Clergyman.— Sir, I perceive we ſhould 
not have ſo much as a barn to worlklp-C God in, if they 


8 er * a 
Q. though 
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though we ate not rightly agreed as to the 
objects of Schiſm. If conſidered in it- 
ſelf, it is the oppoſite to St, Paul's Virtue 
of Charity; as any intelligent perſon may 
ſee, who reads the 1 3th Chapter of the firſt 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians as a continuation 
of the 12th Chapter. And if Charity is 
| the greateſt of all virtues, its contrary, 
- which is Schiſm, muſt be the greateſt of 
all ſins; therefore, we juſtly pray againſt 
it in the Litany, Whether the Diſſenters 
ever follow our example, is more than 1 
" know; though it can ſcarcely be expected 
that they ſhould pray againſt, while they 
continue in it, and think it hath nothing 
frightful to w/e people. But if we may 
judge of it by its fruits, (and there is no 
better rule) what envy and hatred, what 
diſputings and railings, what cruelty and 
perſecution, what rebellion and ſacrilege, 
hath it not produced in this kingdom ? 
and they who acted theſe things were ſo 
far from taking ſhame to themſelves, that 
they laid all the guilt of them upon the 
Church, which they perſecuted and plun- 
dered We ſhould be glad to forget theſe 
e - „ 
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things, but that there are ſome amongſt 
us who delight in the memory of thoſe 
unhappy times, and chew all the murder 
and the miſchief of them over again, 
which is the caſe with the author of the 
Confeſſional, and other writers of the ſame 
ſpirit. As to the corruption of dodtrine, 
which follows upon Schiſm, it was ſo ap- 
parent to the actors in the Schiſm of the 
laſt century, that it forced from them, 
that teſtimony above-mentioned, againſt 
the curſed nature of Toleration. Three- 
ſcore different ſeas, ſome holding monſ- 
trous and blaſphemons opinions, roſe out 
of the Preſbyterians of that time. Now, 
to make light of all theſe things, as if 
Schiſm, which-i is a root of bitterneſs, i. e. 
an active principle of miſchief in the 
mind, were but a flight offence, a mere 
ſcarecrow to 2016 people, i is to deceiye men, 
and bring their conſciences and fouls into 
a fatal ſhare. Nay, it is not only to de- 
ceive them, ſimply, but with, the very 
deception which, brought death into the 
World. The tempter ſuggeſted to our 
firſt parents, that they /hould not ſurely 
8 e 
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die; and that their pprehenſions of dan- 
. ger aroſe from the ignorance and bn 
of their ere 1 H0* . 


2. e ber next, — . $ehik, 

with reſpect to the Church of England, 
is no more than a Separation from an 
| human eſlabliſiment; for that the Church 
of England has no foundation but upon t ie 
| King and the Parliament; whereas the 
Church of Chriſt is founded upon the: dee 
trines er by the — | 


If our Church has. no. ada but 
upon the King and Parliament, then cer- 
tainly it is not founded upon the Autho- 
" rity of Chriſt, and conſequently it is no 
Church of Chriſt, But will any man ſay, 
that a national Church, being a member 
of the Catholic Church of Chriſt, ceaſes 

to be ſuch, when adopted as a part of the 
conſtitution, and eſtabliſhed- by, the civil 
power? Suppoſe it were perſecuted by 
the civil power; and its miniſters and 
worſhip were proſcribed ; would it there- 


fore ceaſe to be a Church of Chriſt? 
certainly 
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Cextainly not: for the Church of the 


Hebrews: in Egypt, was ſtill the Shureh 


of. God, though the people were under a 

cruel edit not to ſerve him, and God 
owned it as ſuch, and delivered it at laſt. 

Do the powers of this world unmake-the 
Church by their reception of it, When 
they do not by their perſecuting of it: 
Do its Biſhops and Prieſts ceaſe to be 
Biſhops and Prieſts ?.; Do its Sacraments 
ceaſe to be Sacraments? Doth, its diſcipline 
ceaſe to be Chriſtian diſcipline, and love 
its authority, becauſe. the ſtate admits. of 
it, and eſtabliſhes it? I ſay, ſuppoſe they 
were to declare againſt all theſe things, 
as the Heathens and Jews did in the firſt 
ages of the-Goſpel, their declaration would 
ſignify nothing: becauſe the Church, in 
its Prieſthood and Sacraments, derives its 
authority only from Jeſus Chriſt, which 
the perſecution of the civil powers cannot 
teach; much leſs can their allowance 
turn it into an human authority, and ren- 
der it of none effect. But we ſhall ſee 


| hereafter, how al this is overthrown, by 


another plea which the Diſſenters (for- 


getting 
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getting this): have made uſe of to defend 
their 3 from "Of Church of Eng- 


$f #461 2 1 t. 2 3 | 
"land! " | , | 
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To Ow the the' Church of Chriſt is 
Sbanded upon the dofFrines taught by the 
Apoſtles, is a groſs miſtake. DotFrimes 
can no more confer authority of office to 
5 n miniſters, than the Statute book 
ina England can make a juſtice of the 
pon; whoſe” power muſt come to him 
by perſonal deputation. A written law 

does nothing, till there comes an execu- 
tive power, lawfully ordained, to admi- 
niſter and bring it to effect. Let any 
Diſſenter ſhew us the text or doctrine 
that will make a Prieſt. We can ſoon 

ſhew him one which tells us how Prieſts 
muſt be made. No man taketh this honour 
: to himfelf, but he that 15 called of God, as 

vb Aaron; who was called by an out- 
ward conſecration, from a" perſon whom 

God had commiſſioned to conſecrate : and 
the power thus given deſcended by ſuc- 

ceſſion to his poſterity. The power of 
| abjolution was given by Chriſt to the 
| . Chriſtian 


* 


* , 
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Chriſtian miniſtry, and without this power 

there ean be no ſuch thing as a Church of 
Chriſt. The Prieſthood: had the power 
of abſolution under the Law of Moſes ; ; 
and even the Prieſts of Heatheniſm were 
never conſidered as the repreſentatives 
of the people, but of the God to whom 
they belong; to pronounce bleſſings, and 
forgive ſins in his name. But the Preſby- 
terians are ſo far from claiming this power 
to themſelves, (though ſuppoſed to be in 
all the Prieſts of the world) that they 
mock. at it in us, and call it Popery and 
Juggling; and a Church fo rejecting a 
power eſſential to the nature of prieſthood, 
is in a ſtate of abjuration againſt its own 
exiſtence. „ 


3. They ſay, the Church of England 
hath impoſed ſuch articles of faith, as the 
Goſpel hath not impoſed; for which im- 
poſition Chriſt hath given no authority. 


This obj ection extends to every Church 
upon earth, that requires any articles of 


faith, as terms of Church Communion; 
J and 


. 
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and it proves too much if it proves any 
thing. The Goſpel, it is true, impoſes 
_— but Baptiſm and its Faith in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt : 
all other articles are intended for the de- 


© -fence and ſecutity of this one in its proper 


extent. And ſuch articles will be more 
or leſs, according to times and occaſions, 
as the adverſaries of the faith aſſault it on 
different ſides, and with different princi- 
ples of offence, ' The Goſpel does not re- 
quire that we ſhould renounce the World, 
the Fleſh, and the Devil; nor ſet down 
the Apoſtles' Creed, as a condition of 
communion : and, if we had a mind to 
be perverſe and captious, we might argue, 
'that a man may come to Chriſtian Bap- 
tiſm with his mouth ſhut, and not ſay 
one word for himſelf, becauſe the Goſpel 
| hath not ſet down the form, nor ſpecified 
the terms of the Baptiſmal Covenant; 
though the intention or ſenſe of it (what 
we are to renounce, and what we are to 
believe) is clear throughout the New 
Teſtament. The Church of England 
hath articles expreſsly againſt Popery : But 
POL the 
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| the Goſpel hath impoſed no ſich articles ; 
it knew nothing of Popery ; and the prin- 
ciple of the Diſſenters would leave us de- 
fenceleſs againſt the Papiſts, as well as all 
our other enemies, and is contrary to the 
fundamental principle of all ſociety, and 
even of nature itſelf. We have no occa- 
ſion here to enquire, what the Articles of 
the Church of England are; [becauſe the 
objection extends to all articles whatſoever, 
except ſuch as are ſet down in the Scrip- 
ture, which ſets down nothing but bap- 
tiſm ; and is fo brief in its accounts, that 
every true principle of the Chriſtian Faith 
might be evaded, if we were to lay hold 
of ſome ſhort expreſſions, and make them 
excluſive, contrary to common rules of 
reaſoning, the plaineſt facts, and the na- 
ture of the caſe, as ſome have done; par- 
ticularly the celebrated Mr. Locke, Who 
contends, that the Chtiſtian Goſpel has 
but one article, namely, that Feſus Chris 
is the Meſſiah; whereas the one great 
condition of Salvation, in the Goſpel, is 
Baptiſm in the name of the Father, Son, 


and yy Ghoſt; therefore the great and 
| * | funda- 


106 "A SHORT VIEW, Ke. 


Baabe article of the Goſpel, 
that of Faith 6 Father, ops and 155 


| 4. Ft tom the ation article, which 
aſſerts, that the Church of England hath 
impoſed, articles which Chriſt hath not 
impoſed; it is argued, that in oppofing 
the Church of England, they oppoſe an 
invaſon ef hs ey authority of Feęſus 
. 


* 


Jelun Chriſt doth 9 at in perſon, but 
hath commiſſioned his Church to act for 
him, and, hath promiſed. to be with it, 
and "Lhe its authority, to the end of the 
world. Therefore, to argue for Jeſus 
. Chriſt againſt his Church, is to ſet up 
' Jeſus Chriſt againſt himſelf; and the like 
objection may be made againſt all the 
Churches in the world: which, ſo far as 
they act for their own juſt rights, under 
Jeſus Chriſt, may be ſaid to act again// 
him. Every true Church is bound to 
aſſert and defend the faith it hath received: 


but its enemies will call this neceſſaty 
defence 
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defence an impoſition, and then contend, 
that they are free from all obligation. 
But with what grace doth this argument 
come from the party, who impoſed their 
own ſolemn league and covenant on men's 
conſciences' in this kingdom, at the peril 
of their lives and fortunes, and proſcribed 
them as malignants if they refuſed to take 
it; for which there certainly is neither 
precedent nor precept in the Goſpel ? 
How marvellouſly do the opinions of men 
change, when they argue for themſelves, 
and when they argue againſt us. 


F. To explain away the offence of 
Schiſm, it is farther argued, that as there 
were Schiſms among the Corinthians, when 
it does not appear that there was any 
ſeparation ; ſo there may be a ſeparation 
where there is no Schiſm: becauſe 
Chriſtians may ſtill be united in heart and 


affeion, though they perform the offices 
of religion in different places and in dif- 
ferent ways, 


P 2 | The 


oy % 
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The hiſtory of facts in this country 

4 gives! us a different pits of things, and 
indeed it is prepoſterous to ſuppoſe, that if 

25 we ſow in Schiſm, we ſhall reap in Unity: 
or in other words, that if we murder and 
mangle the body of the Church, we 
ſhall preſerve charity, which is the life 
and ſoul of it. It is true, we ſhall not 
diſpute much about any thing, if we are 
indifferent to every thing: but miſguided 

religious zeal is not of this inſipid charac- 
ter. The ordinance of Parliament of -the 
11th of Aug. 1645, for putting in execu- 
Zion the directory, has theſe words,—**If any 
*© perſon or perſons whatſoever, ſhall, at 
«any time or times hereafter, uſe, or 
s cauſe the aforeſaid Book of Common 
Prayer to be uſed in any Church, Cha- 

* pel, or public place of worſhip, or in 

any private place, or family, within the 
* kingdom of England, or the dominion 

* of Wales, or port and town of Berwick; 

« eyery perſon ſo offending herein, ſhall, 

« for the firſt offence, pay the ſum of 

five pounds of lawful Engliſh money; 
ce for the ſecond offence, ten pounds ; and 
« for 


4 


A SHORT VIEW, be. 109 
« for the third, ſhall ſuffer one whole 
«'year's impriſonment, without bail or 
„ mainprize.” This law was one of the 
fruits of Schiſm ; and there never was a 
law more ſevere and cruel. The King 
was then lving, and the private worſhip 
of his family is not excepted. -But theſe 
were days of religious madneſs; we know 
better now. So it is faid; but I fear with 
very little truth. What would not that 
perſecuting ſpirit do, if it had power, 
which is ſo cunſpicuous in the Sy//abus of 
Mr. Robinſon's Lectures, a Diſenting teacher 
'at Cambridge? How freſh is the remem- 
brance (or ought to be) of the riots in- 
London, which ſhook the kingdom, and 
brought us ſo nearly to ruin in a few days; 
all conducted by a fanatic Preſbyterian, |. 
with a rout of forty thouſand diforderly 
people at his heels? And if the principles 
of fanaticiſm can perform ſuch wonders 
here, even in a man without learning, 
without parts, without morals, without 
ſenſe : how dreadful may their effects be 
upon a future occaſion ! and who can tell” 
how ſoon that occaſion may happen ? 
eſpecially 
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eſpecially as Dr, Prigfly, another Dient- 
- ing | teacher, is now threatening us with 
impending ruin, from himſelf and his 
party ; who give us warning, that they 
have long been, and are now, conveying 
gunpowder under our foundation, to blow 
up the old rotten falric of the Church of 
England ? Neither is that zeal totally de- 
_ parted which produced the / cruel edi& of 
1645, againſt the uſe of our Liturgy ; a 
Diſſenter (to my knowledge) having been 
lately heard to declare, that every Com- 


mon Prayer Book in England ought to be 


burned ! and this was from a perſon, who, 
abſtracted from theſe paroxyſms of reli- 
gious bigotry, was of a peaceable and 
quiet temper ! Add to this, that practice, 
which is almoſt univerſal with the Diſ- 
fenters, of forcing their ſervants and de- 
pendants into the worſhip of the Meeting- 
houfe, however ſtrong their affections may 
be to the worſhip of the Church by birth 
and education. But our Diſſenting apolo- 
gilt aſſures us, Chriſtians may {till be 
wnited in heart and affeftion, though they 
worn God i in different places : and that 
there 


F 
SK 
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there may be ſeparation without Schiſm, 
as there was Schiſm at Corinth without 
ſeparation. But theſe ſmaller Schiſms of 
the Corinthians, which did not actually 
ſeparate them into different communions, 
were yet, according to the Apoſtle, very 
reprehenſible, and of bad tendency : - 
therefore, actual ſeparation, being Schiſm 
in the extreme, muſt be more reprehen- 
ſible. To ſuppoſe it leſs, 1s to contra- 
dict the reaſon of things; as if it ſhould 
be argued, that becauſe we may hurt a 
man without killing him, therefore we 
may kill a man without hurting him. 


6. However, if there ſhould be any 
Schiſm betwixt the Church of England 
and the Diſſenters, they ſay the guilt of 
it is with the Church, who will not yield 
to weak brethren in things. which are con- 
feſed to be indifferent and of ſmall moment. 


With what propriety .can things of 
ſmall moment be introduced, as objections 
to- our Communion, after it has been 
aſſerted, that the Church of England is 


Nog 


10 Church of Ghrit ? If that objection be 
good, all things gf ſnall moment are ſuper- 
fluous. For who can be obliged, or who 
indeed will conſent, to be a member of a 

Church, which is no Church of Chriſt ? 
Leave things indifferent (faith this reply) 
as they are in their own. nature, and as 
. Chriſt hath left them, and the ſeparation 
is over.” 80 then, if theſe indifferent 
things were removed, the Diſſenters would 
communicate with a Church, which is no 
Church of Chriſt! Who can believe this? 
Is it not much more probable, that the 
Diſſenters do not mean to throw up the 
ſeparation for any conceſſions that can be 
made by a Church, which, in their opi- 
nion, is itſelf ſeparated from the Com- 
munion of Jeſus Chriſt? Theſe objections 
are ſo inconſiſtent; that they leave ſmall 
hopes of the poſſibllity of a reconcilia- 
tion. For if all theſe ſmall thin gs were 
removed, ſtill there will remain the inſu- 
perable (and we truſt, uncharitable and 
groundleſs) objection, that the Church of 
England is no Church of Chriſt ; and that 


Diſſenters cannot upon any principle com- 
municate 
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municate with a Church, which they 

think to be excommunicate. The caſe 

between us is very bad under this repre- 
ſentation of it; but it becomes, if poſſible, 
more b in what an 


7. For the Reply tells us, that the 
Diſſentters do not ſtand out for the value 
of the things required, which are matters 
of indifference ; but ſtand. up in defence 
of that liberty, wherewith Chriſt hath. 
made them free, and will not be N 
into 3 | 


Do they think then, that Chriſt hath 
given them /berty to break the peace of 
the Church, for matters indifferent? That 
is, to deſtroy peace, eſſential to ſalvatian; 
to fave liberty, the creature of human 
pride? Another apologiſt of the Difſenters, 

the author of The independent Whig, 

puts this matter out of queſtion; and 

- affirms without reſerve, that Schi/m-is ſo 

neceſſary to the . preſervation of - /iberty, 

that there can be no Liberty without Schiſin. 

What would the Chriſtian world be, if 
: SNL this 
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this principle were univerſally followed ? 
No two of us. could conſent together; 
| becauſe the one muſt loſe his liberty, till 
he goes off into Schiſn; ſo it would 
break all Chriſtian ſocieties into. indivi- 
duals: Liberty and bondage are words of 
ſtrange ſignifications in this land, which 
it would be tedious to diſplay. Only let 
us diſtinguiſh, that there is no bondage 
in dutiful ſubmiſſion ; for that is the 
ervice of God which is perfect freedom : 
nor any liberty in unreaſonable diſobedi- 
ence; for that is the bondage of Satan, 
who works in the children of diſobedience, 
and puts them to a great deal of trouble; 
making them reſtleſs and impatient, and 
leading them ſuch a weariſome life, that, 
if it were not called liberty, they would 
wiſh themſelves out of the world. 

8. The Church of England is accuſed 
of taking away the Bread and the Cup, 
unleſs people will receive kneeling ; and 

Chriſt hath not made kneeling a neceſſary 
term of Communion. 


nor 


# 


AS HORT VIEW, &. 115 
Nor is it neceſſary with us; becauſe we 
adminiſter the Sacrament to the ſick or the 
infirm, either ſitting, kneeling, or lying. 
Kneeling is proper to an act of devotion; 
ſuch the Sacrament of the Lord's Supper is 
now, and not a ſocial act of eating, as 
at the Paſſover, when it was firſt inſti- 
tuted. Kneeling may admit of a bad 
conſtruction, becauſe the Papiſts kneel and 
worſhip the Hoſt: but Charity will give 
it a good conſtruction, and then all the 
difficulty is over. However, let us call 
it an mpofition : yet why ſhould the en 
joining of it be objected to by the very 
people, who impoſed on all that took their 
ſolemn league and covenant, the poſture of 
ſtanding, with the ceremony of /fting up 
the right hand bare? But, what is till 
more to the purpoſe, one of their apolo- 
giſts aſſures us, they make no ſcruple. of 
giving their Sacrament to all thoſe who 
chuſe to kneel in a Meeting-houſe “. 
| | There- 


2 In ſome of our Churches, there are ſome who 


receive landing, ſome kneeling, —Nor is there, I believe 
| 6 WW. amongſt 


* N 3 * 7 
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Therefore it is not the thing, (though 
that is ſometimes highly exclaimed againſt) 
but the enjoining of the thing that renders 
it offenſive : and it appears from this caſe, 
that Diſſenters will do that to pleaſe 
themſelves, which . they will not do to 
pleaſe God ; 'who hath enjoined us all to 
de at peace with one another, and to agree 
in his worſhip. 


Sponſors in Baptiſm, and the ſignature 
of the Croſs, are objected to. But the 
firſt is only a prudent proviſion, as a far- 
ther ſecurity for the child, if the parents 
ſhould die, or be of ſuch characters as 

' renders them unfit for ſponſors ; which 
the child cannot help. The ſignature of 
the Croſs can give no offence (as one 
ſhould think) to any perſon who delights 
in the memory of the Croſs itſelf. The 
pureſt ages of the Church uſed it on all 


amongſt our miniſters, one in five hundred, who would 
refuſe to give the Sacrament either ſtanding or kneeling, 
to any one who thought either of theſe the fitteſt, poſ- 
ture of receiving.” Di/enting Gentleman's An/wer to 
the Rev. Mr. White's I hree Letters, P. 21+ 


Occa- 
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occaſions, particularly in exorciſins, which 
were antiently a part of Baptiſm; and 
there are ſome pretty clear intimations 
in the Scripture for the uſe of ſome ſig- 
nature on the forehead ; and the firſt of 
all ſignatures is that of the Croſs. For 
motives of worldly traffick, the Dutch, 
inſtead of preferring it to a place in their 
foreheads, trample it under their feet: 
and our Difſenters reject it from an af- 
fection to their Schiſm. If the Papiſts 
are ſuperabundant and ſuperſtitious in the 
uſe of the Croſs, what is that to us? If 
they repeat the Lord's Prayer twenty times 
in an hour, are we not to repeat it 


at all *? 


9. It is farther objected to our Church, 
that the people have a right, an una/ienable 
right, to chuſe their own miniſters ; 
which with us they are not permitted 
to do, 


* See the uſe of the Signature of the Croſs in Bap- 
tiſm, fully and learnedly vindicated in Benzer's Abridg- 
ment of the London Caſes, Chap. vi, 

| As 
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As for the patriotic term unalienaòle, it 
is applied to the rights of nature, which 
are unalienable becauſe they are inherent. 
But here, it can only mean, that the Diſ- 
ſenters claim it, and are reſolved not to 
part with it. On this part of the ſubject, 
I muſt lament with tears in my eyes, 
the great abuſes in the Church of Eng- 
land, in reſpect to patronage and admiſ- 
fion into Church-livings. But in bad 
times, no regulations are ſufficient to 
ſecure us from corruption; and even the 
very means appointed to cep out bad men, 
Will et them in: for there are times, when 
perſons of no conſcience or character may 
act wit impunity ; ; and the worſt of men 
are the moſt ready to play with all reli- 
gious ſecurities. That this caſe would Le 
mended if the choice of miniſters were 
always with the people, is by no means 
clear. For nothing is ſo common as for 
people to be divided in intereſts. and affec- 
tions on very unworthy motives; and 
thence many great and ſcandalous diſtur- 
bances ariſe ; and a pariſh is ſo divided 
into. partics, that perhaps they do not 

| come 
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come into humour again for ſome years. 
Beſides; ſuppoſe a Socinian ſhould have 
got poſſeſſion of a pulpit, and preached 
the people (or a few of the moſt active, 
noi, and cunning, who overbear. all the 


reſt) into Hereſy : whom would they .. 


chuſe, but a Socinian, at the next vacancy ? 
And would it not be much better that an 
Orthodox miniſter ſhould be, put upon 
them ? If the people have this right, then 
all the people have it; and conſequently, 
a Socinian congregation have a right to 
chuſe a Socinian miniſter. How the 
Scripture - hath been handled, as to this 
affair of popular election, was noted in 
the Poſtſcript to the Eſay on the Church. 


10. Though the Diſſenters have no 
miniſtry by Succeſſion, they make light of 
this defect, and think they are as well off 
as we are, becauſe they ſay, our right of 
ofdaining came down to us through the 
channel of Fes. 


Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, in a 


Church, were no invention. of Popery, 
MY nor 
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nor is our ſucceſſion any mare affedted by 
Popery, than the Apoſtles Creed, which 
is alſo come down to us through the channel 
of Popery ; and ſo is. Canon of the Scripture 
| itſelf: yet we take the old Creed and the 
old Scriptures, and think.them as good as 
ever. The Church of Rome is under 
ſuch an opprobrium with Proteſtants, 
that it is a convenient bugbear, brought 
forward upon all occaſions by thoſe who 
want better argument, to frighten us out 
of our Church principles, and cover the 
weakneſs of their own innovations. But 
the ſucceſſion of Church offices is no more 
affected by. the errors of Popery, than a 
man's pedigree is affected by his bodily 
diſtemper, or the diſtempers of his pa- 
rents; and if the man, by alteratives and 
reſtoratives, is cured with the bleſſing of 
God, he returns to the ſtate of his purer 
anceſtors of a remote generation. A ſelf- 
originated upſtart, who has been railing 
at him for things paſt, in which he had 
no ſhare, may take his name, and claim 
his inheritance ; but when his title comes 
2 175 IR 
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to be ins who! true right will ap- 
* and n will take agen h 


N. 


If we trace the os of the Church 
= England far enough backwards, we 


form in Britain, with, an independent 


right and authority of its own, before 
Auſtin ſet his foot in the country, as the 
meſſenger of Rome. At the Reformation, 


this Church did but return to its original 


rights, with an Epiſcopacy independent 


of the Pope, and enjoyed it for ſome years, 
with the general approbation of the people, 
and there was no ſuch thing as a Preſby- 


terian in the nation. Tt was approved 


and congratulated for its felicity by the 


reformed of other countries: and even 


Calvin and Beza, then little thought that 


they ſhould have any followers ſo mad, (I 
uſe their own word) as to reje& ſuch an 
Epiſcopacy as ours, which had freed itſelf 


from the uſurpation of the Papacy. Cal- 


— 
* 


find a Chriſtian Church of the Epiſcopal 


vin, in his Epiſtle to Cardinal Sadolet, 


faid of thoſe who ſhould reject ſuch an 


hierarchy, that he ſhould think them, 
R | nullo 
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null non anathemate dignos,” i. 6. that 
no curſe could be too bad for them. 
Beza would not believe that any could 
; rejet tho order of Biſhops in a reformed 
Church. tere be ſuch, ſaid he, God 
forbid that any man in his wits ſhould aſſent 
10 the madneſs of theſe men V. And in the 
fame- book F, ſpeaking of the. hierarchy 
of England and her Biſhops, he ſays, Let 
ber enjoy that fingulat hiefſing of God, which 
Tui may be. perpetual to her. Such at 
that time were the ſentiments of Beza 
and Calvin; who afterwards found it 
convenient to change their ſtyle; and, 
. when the war was carried on 2gainſt Epiſ- 
copacy itſelf,” the expurgatorial authority 
of their editors in later editions expunged 
thoſe charitable atteſtations' out of their 
works; which hath a very guilty ap- 
pearance. 


11. The Diſſenters 5 1 ic is 
called the Act of Toleration, has given 2 


44 Trad. de Minit en. ab Haar. * 7 
Edit. Belge. c. i. : 


'+ Cap. 18. 


0 


ſanction 
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ſanction to their ſeparation, and taken 
chargeable with Schiſm, ſince they who 
have the power of continuing or altering - 
aur Church at their- pleaſure, have given 
them liberty to withdraw, and have taken 
their places of worlip ue FATE . : 
lian as well as ours.” | 


11 1 ted this = right, it is a 
mill-ſtone. about the neck of all the reſt; 
becauſe it ſhews, that the apologiſt of the 
Diſſenters hath argued without principles, 
and fo hath fallen into a manifeſt contra- 
diction. He began with mocking at the 
Church of England, as having no founda- 
tion but upon the King and Parliament: 
or, as another Difſenter hath expreſſed 
it, in the like inſulting ſtrain, as uit 
upon the foundation of the Lords and Com- 
mont, tlie King himſelf being the chief 
corner ſtone.” And they have argued, that 
it even ceaſes to be a Church of Chriſt, 
becauſe it acts under the allowance of the 
Civil power. Yet in their pwn caſe, the 
King and Parliament, by an a& of Grace, 
: X 2 can 


- 
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can make Schiſm to be ns Schiſm! The 
protection we have from the civil govern - 
ment is caſt in our teeth, as a diſadvantage, 
which extends even to the unchurching of 


us, and throwing us out of the kingdom 
of Chriſt ; but the ſame thing (ſuppoſing 
them to have it) takes away from them 
the guilt of their ſeparation! And thus 
they give to the King and Parliament, the 
_ . pfivilege of God himſelf, who only can 
forgive fin: which is more than we ever 


5 allowed them. 


5 is a very falſe ane eth that our 
aal government can alter the Church at 
their pleaſure. There is, indeed, a ſenſe, 
in which it may be ſaid, that a man has 
power to do whatever he can do by force 
and violence: but ſtill there is an eſſential 
difference between the power of force and 
the power of right and authority. The 
Church of England never can be altered 
legally, without the conſent and act of the 
Convocation, who are a part of the conſti- 
tution: and if it were otherwiſe done, it 
muſt be done by an act of violence, againſt 

** | the 
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" the rights of Engliſhmen; for Engliſh- 
men do not loſe their rights by being 
Chriftians and Churchmen ; as their ene 
mies are inelined to have it. There can 
be no power of authority in laymen to 
make or unmake a Church, any mote 
than there can be a power in the Church 
to make or unmake the civil conſtitution; 
and nothing can confound theſe powers 
but an overbearing principle of infidelity; 
from which may God deliver us; who 
hath promiſed that the gates of Hell (the 
judicial power of the adverſaries of Jeſus 
Chriſt) ſhall not prevail againſt us. Sup- 
poſe the civil power ſhould make an act, 
that the King ſhall ordain Prieſts, or that 
Prieſts ſhall not baptize children, nor con- 
ſecrate the Sacrament; what would ſuch 
an act ſignify? Therefore, they have not 
the power to alter the Church at Fleir 
plegſure; for this might be their pleaſure, 
if their wits, or the grace of God were 
to forſake them. Such a power, if it were 
claimed, was never exerciſed even by 
Heathen perſecutors. However, the Diſ- 
ſenters do not ſeem unwilling that ſuch a 
tyran- 
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| ' tyrannical power ſhould be exerciſed, and 
appear to reliſh the idea of it, if it be but 
turned againſt the Church of England. 
No one ſpiritual act can be exerciſed, nor 
is it claimed by the civil power in this 
country; which can neither baptize, nor 
ordain, nor abſolve, nor conſecrate, nor 
excommunicate; although the Diſſenters, 
in the heat of their zeal, have given the 
tate a ſpiritual power, and even more, over 
us, and themſelves too. But the ſtate can 
ſay, who ſhall or ſhall not partake of tem · 
poralities: and this very ſtate will fay, 
ſome more, ſome leſs, as long as the 
Church accepts of their protection, and 
enjoys a legal maintenance and ſupport 
under them. Worldly politics in ſuch a 
caſe will be ſure to interfere, and abuſes 
will ariſe. Churchmen will be apt to 
accommodate themſelves to the views and 
\ inclinations of the ſtate, or ſome of the 
acting members of the ſtate, who are their 
friends: their doctrines will change with 
the times; their conſciences will become 
too flexible and eaſy, and the people 
whom they teach will be in danger from 
them. 
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them. There is no comeniegee in this 83 
world without its inconvenience. When 
the ſtate was ſchiſmatical in the days of 
the grand uſurpation, the Church of that 
time could find no fuch fin as facritege in 
the Scripture, for the fear of giving of- 
fence to their patrons, who were deep in 
the guilt of it: and the Aſſembly of Divines 
(as it was remarked long ago by Bp. 
Patrick } avoided all mention of i it in their 


Annotations. 


12. The Diſſenters hold themſelves 
blameleſs, becauſe many perſons of the 
Church of England, and ſome of great 
and popular character, have juſtified and 
even applauded their ſeparation. 


I find great ſtreſs laid upon this circum- 
ſtance, which is blazoned out with pomp- 
ous words and ſplendid quotations, as well 
of what hath been hoben (or ſo reported) 
as written. But the fear or favour of men, 
eſpecially of men too attentive to the 
intereſts of this world (as ſome of their 
friends have certainly been) is a very un- 


ſound bottom for the Diſſenters to reſt 
| upon: 


— { 
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1 upon: and ſo they eſteem it bee 
when it is on our ſide. But if any falſe 


brethren amongſt us take part with them, 
all ſuch are excellent men, ornaments of the 


efabliſiment, and of unanſwerable autho- 
rity. Sometimes the Diſſenters are all for 
the Scripture; Jeſus Chriſt is their only 


King; and to him they appeal for the 
reQitude of their proceedings: but if 


| they find a flatterer amongſt us, they 
make the moſt of him: and ſome ſuch 
are always to be found; for all are not 


Iſrael that are of Iſrael; and it doth not 


follow, that a man muſt be true to the 


Church of England, becauſe it hath intro- 


| duced him to a ſeat in the Houſe of Lords. 


Temporal conſiderations bring ſome men 


into the Church, whoſe hearts and affec- 


tions never were, nor ever will be with it. 
Of ſuch no honeſt man can approve; and 


therefore the approbation of ſuch, with 
all their teſtimonies and certificates, is but 


of little value at laſt. Biſhop Hoadley was 
of this character: a Socinian in principle: 
who, while he was celebrated by the ene- 
mies of the Church of England, (and 

| perhaps 
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perhaps afliſted toward lis advancement) 


for having baniſhed-all-Mitrer. and Lord- 
Hips, and Spreituel Courts, out of the 


Kingdom af. Chril, was, himſelf, an an» | 
{wer to every thing he had written z who 
ſerupled not to adorn himſelf with 2 
Mitre and a Lordſhip in one of the firſt 
preſerments in this Church while he was 
a greater favaurer_ of thoſe who were out 
of it, chan of thoſe who: were in it; un- 
leſs they were in it N es own ws: 
| "nn. 75 wad c e aide / 
Aae oa wx öden. 
. Among other bright ne of the 
Church, who applaud the ſeparation. of - 
the .Diſſenters, the authors of the Free 
and Condi Dyſquiftions ara brought. i. 
Theſe are not only tender to the Difſenters, 
but they rather think we ſhall never do 
well without them; chat they are neceſ- 
ſary to prgſer ve the virtue of tlie nation 
to fave our religious liberty; to prevent the 
return of favery.; and to ſerve as a check, 
left we ſhould caſt a favourable aſpect to- 
ward Rame. Theſe things are fairly ſaid, 
but not bea and if we conſider a little 
| S farther 
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Wee whence they came, little 
| honour will accrue: to the Diſſenters from 
the Teſtimony of theſe authors. For it 
is by no means clear that they were nen- 
bers of our own Church, though they moſt 
folemnly and repeatedly profeſſed them 
{elves ſo to be in their work. It was ſuſ⸗ 
pected very early, that they were not ſuch 
as they called themſelves, but enemies 
under the diſguiſe of friends. Of this 
their work itſelf carries ſome internal 
marks, which ſeem to have eſcaped them 
una wares Fila cito ad _Naturam recide- 
rint ſuam. The author of Free and impar- 
Ha Confiderations on the Free and candid 
:Difquifitions, preſſed them with this (Anno 
175%) and with great appearance of rea- 
ſon. He told them farther, It begins 
no to be reported, and I partly believe 
it, that an eminent Diſſenter, well known 
dy his writings, has had a hand more or 
leſs in the Diſquiſitions v. But, ſome 
few years after, in 1758, when this ſecret 
had been ſearched a little farther, or had 
3 of itſelf, I find. an c and 
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1 believe, a” very honeſt one, aſſerting in 
the plaineſt terms, that thoſe authors were 


actually Diſſenters; and taxing the party 


very roundly with their prevarication, in 


theſe words: * Amidſt the greateſt indul- 


gence, and in open defiance of the laws, 
they impugned and libelled our. Liturgy, 


and dur Conſtitution without the leaſt 


7 proof or foundation: they charged our 
Liturgy with all the defects, with all the 


. faults, improprieties, and corruptions, 


which had been ſuggeſted by Papiſts, 


| £ _ Heretics, Enthuſiaſts, and the moſt: in- 


veterate enemies of our conſtitution. And 
for fear the people ſhould ſay, that an 


enemy had done this, they, by the moſt. 


ſolemn and repeated inſinuations, declared 


themſelves to be true and dutiful ſons of 
the eftabliſhed Church x. If, after ſuch 
profeſſions, theſe writers were 'Diſſenters ; ; 
their Diſquiſitions exhibit ſuch a ſcene of 
_ treachery, prevarication, ſelf- adulation, 
and ingratitude, to the government under 
which, and the eſtabliſhed Ch urch with | 


* Caſe of the Royal Martyr conſidered with eandour, 


p. 333, 334 : 
582 which 
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= On this Tuppobition, U the ne things 
thoſe authors thought, fit to ſay of, the 


Diſſenters, and their virtues, and the” na- 


ture and merits of their ſeparation, are of 


mo: authority ; for, that Diſſenters ſhould 
Hate Diſſenters, is nothing wonderful ; 
but, if Diſſenters dict this, under the 


name of tue and dutiful fans of the Church, 
then ſach praiſe is againſt. them in every 
word. of it. What ſort of Principles they 


muſt be, which can reconcile men's con- 


ſciences to ſuch Jeſuitical frauds and diſ- 


guiſes, they who n them are bound 


to conſider. 


If the Difſenters 3 juſtify 


their ſeparation by the praiſe of men ; let 
them proceed fairly, and take it, ſuch as 
it is, all together. They ſhould remember, 
and eſtimate properly, how. much of it 


comes from the bench of our Biſhops, 


and how. much from the ſeat of the 


e : how W they are be- 
| | friended 
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wienckecd und admired by Deiſts, Pree -. 
ſtmhinkers, Socinian Philoſophers, and 13 
Looſe - livers; who delighting to ſee te 
Church oppoſed, and Chriſtian "people | 


divided, are exactly of the ſame opinion 
with ſome of thoſe great ornaments of the — 
 eftabliſiment of whoſe teſtimony our apo- _ - *"M 
logiſt hath ſo loudly boaſted. I heartily _ 


thank God,” ſays the author of The Inde- | 
pendent Whig, * that we have Difſenters, «OE 
lle ae, er eee OY 4 
them .. 

13. The laſt and the moſt general ar- 

gument on which the Diſſenters depend; 
and which, if it were juſt, would render TM 
all other arguments ſuperfluous, is this 
that all men have @ right to judge and * + 
chuſe for themſelves in matters of Reli — 
gion. A 


. 
Fr; 


This 3 is an extenſive pie which 


was all ſets, and en all inſi- 4 
> Vol. 1. B. ps 223. 
tutions 


A 
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 tutions - and ſacramente CNS 11 
alſo ſhews the Diſſenters of this day, who 
have recourſe to it, to be quite a different 
_ cla of men, from the Puritans in the 
days of Blizabeth; for here they extend 
their claims from Schiſm-up to Hereſy, 
and beyond. it; even into the privileges 
and immunities of infidelity itſelf. | The 
Puritans formerly judged againſt us in our 
_ diſcipline ; ; 'but the Difſenters, and their 


LEY 4 


4 


Friends, now judge againſt us in our doc- 


©, Independent Whig, another apologiſt of the 
Diſſenters.— . No man ought to pay any 
ſubmiſſion to that - dp#rine or diſcipline 
which he does not Nie- and the war, 
which was once carried. on' againſt Pre- 
: and Ceremonies, - is now turned aguinſt 
_ Articles and Creeds. 


If the Difſſenters at large have this 
right of chuſing what they Ake, and re- 
. Jug what they a&/fiike; then the Quakers 
have it: and why not the Fews and the 
' Mahometans ? For, I defire to know, what 
15 8 85 | DING e are -- 
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As to this affair of chufing, rn 


in matters of Religion, there are ſtrange ex- 
amples of human perverſeneſs and wicked- 
neſs, How often did the people chuſe 


new Gods? Hergh is ſd called, becauſe it 
is a doctrine which a man doth not receive 


but chuſe for himſelf ; and-if his choice ; 


is of right, there can be no ſuch thing as 
Hereſy in the world. But Here is 


| reckoned among the works of the-fle/ſh; and 
they that heap up teachers to tliemſelves, are 


faid to do it of their own Juſt. Thus every 


caſe becomes deſperate; for lit, being 


an irrational, brutal principle, hears no 
reaſon; and nothing but diſorder and 
confuſion can follow, when this prin- | 


ciple takes the lead in religion. When 


men took wives of fuck as they choſe, and 
had no rule but this rule of choice; the 
earth was ſoon filled with violence : and if 


men may take what they, chuſe in Reli- 


** 6M * divifions, ſtrife and envy- 
ing, 
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* Account or THE FIRST SErARA- 
ION OF THE DissENTERS FROM THE 


cuvnen or ENGLAND. 


> Th E 18 ſhort: View of the 
1 Argument betwixt the Church and 
the Diſſenters, having brought the au- 
thors of Free and Candid Diſquifitions on 
the Liturgy of the C hurch of England, under 
our conſideration; I cannot help mention- 
ing on this occaſion, that I have a Manu- 
ſcript in my poſſeſſion of ſeventy-two 
ſheets, containing Remarks on that work, 
written immediately after its publication, 
by one of the firſt Scholars, and beſt 
Divines of this century. 

The dane never did, and probably 
never will, receive any information from 
*heſe papers; but to me they have been 
entertaining and inſtructive. Ih one 

23 or TGC 


” „ oer | 
of the Author's Notes upon a large Quo- 
tation from the Epiſtles" of "8, Oprian, 


5 ES I find the following account of the riſe 


and' progreſs of the Schiſm, which hath 
_ troubled: the fate of the Church, more 
or leſs, ever ſince the Reformation; and. 
as this little work may fall into the hands 
of ſome readers, who never heard; whe- 


vhs ther our Diſſenters originally divided from 


us, or we from them; it may be uſeful to 
. ſhew how the caſe ſtands. The fact is 
this; they went out from us, after the full 
eFubluheyent of this Church. 
8 . wig 5 4 ear I 1548, 2 Ed. 6. 
The Archbiſhop © of Canterbury, and 
twelve of the other principal Biſhops and 
| Divines, Joined 1 in a Committee, drew up the 
Form of celebrating the Lord's Supper; and, 
after that, of the reſt of the Common 
Prayer; chiefly from the beſt primitive 
 Formularies of Public Prayer, they could 
find; which was ſoon after confirmed by 
Aut lority of Parliament, with this 7. efti- 
wony ſubjoined, viz. that None could dou't, 


* — Je 
* 


| ros Ts AIP r. is 
bur that the hors were pred. and 
«6d Med therein, by the Holy Ghoſt.” At the 


ſame time, (as Nichols, in his Defenſio 
Eccleſia Anglicans, obſerves) it was the 


8 peculiar happineſs of our Re or mation, that 
as it had been abliſied by the concurrent 
Authority of the Cure and State, ſo we 
enjoyed the moſt perfect agreement and 


unanimity of all orders of men among us; 
the very name of thoſe ſwarms of Secta- 


Mie (the filthy pollutions whereof have, 


| fine, infected ſo far, and wide) being then 
not ſo much as heard of in our land. 


Neither did any one, either at home or 


abroad, (the envy, ill- nature, and hetero- 


doxy of Caluin, only excepted) charge us, 
in the leaſt, with any remains of Popiſi 


leaven, as mixt with our ſervices and 


orders, or any thing that looked that way: 


but all men honoured our Church, as the 


moſt Holy Mother of the people of God 


committed to her, as well as the moſt. 


ſtrenuous oppoſer of Antichriſt, and the 
chief bulwark of the Reformation. And 
ſo matters continued; not a dog moving 
3 . ET ws hn 
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Ar tongue, or ſowing the leaſt ſeed. of 
Selin, or Diffention, to corrupt ber. Till 


| under the Perſecution in Queen Mary 8 
time, when, many flying (as it was to be 
expected) into the Proteſtant States abroad, 

there ſettled themſelves into little Chape/- 


rien, or Churches, by permiſſion of the 
Moagiftrates, according to the Order o®the 


Common Prayer, and Service of the Church 


7 England. Only, at Frankfort, one 
For, a man of a turbulent innovating 


ſpirit, with others affociated to him, were 


drawn into fondneſs for Calvin Plan, 


{ſehiſmatical, as it was, from all Chrylian 


Churches fiuce tlie Apoſtles) and- made 
themſelves a new farrago of Public Prayers, 


as oppoſite to the Exgliſi, and conſe- 
quently to thoſe of all the Primitive 


| Churches, as they could deviſe : which, 


upon Queen Mary's death, they brought 


home with them ; and, in preaching and 


writing, endeavoured to force, or palm 


upon the people; but yet, without any 
| direct, and open Schifm : till one Cart- 
4: N in a ene Diſputation 


held 


beld at Gampridge before the Queehy 
- [Elizabeth] bring rebuked by ber for his 
unreaſonable and turbulent manner of con 
ducting himſelf in it, thereupon, went off, 
full Fo with /Meen and ſpite, to Calum : 
from whence returning, with new: weers 
added to his a/ ores, and cauſing freſh 
diſturbances, he was expelled his College, 

and deprived of the Margaret-Profeſſor- 
Ship, by Dr. Whitgift, who was head of 
the ſame College [Trinity] and Vire-CMian- 


cellar of the Univerfity. Whereypon, 
with others of his own Calviniflical coft, 
he began to ſet up. his Novo-puritanical 
_ Schiſm, with claſſes, conventicles, &c. in 
avowed contempt, and rebellion againſt 
the Church. The ſmoking brands. of 
which fire of Schiſm being blown up by 8 
the tainted breath of his followers, broke 
out, in half an age, into a flame that once 
ſet three kingdoms into a blaze, brought 
one of the beſt of Kings to the block, ex- 
tirpated Epiſcopacy, and the Peerage, fo as 
without the viſible interpoſition of Provi- 
a there appeared no more hopes of 
their 
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| " their reſtoration for ever. Neither was 
cal of the old brands yet quenched, but 
they durn ſtin under the embers of adi. 
fon, where with they are raked up, and 
threaten, yet, new and worſe fires, per- 
haps to the civil, but certainly to the e- 
 Bgrous fate of ch n us; which 
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This 1 man did 10 live to ſee. the 
ing of the Britiſh empire, by 
the ſeparation. of the American Colonies, 
| begun. and carried on by the ſame party 
both. here and there, to the loſs of fo 
many thouſand lives, and the oppreſſing 

of the people with new) and endleſs 
bdurthens. of taxes. 80 notorious was 
the caſe, that even the gentlemen of 
the army, who had an opportunity of 
making proper obſervations, and were 
properly diſpoſed to make them, brought 
home this report with them to the Mother 
country, that if the Church of England 
had but obtained that timely ſupport in 
the Colonies, for which. it, had ſo. often 
/ Trof 5 0065 peti- 
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sci rr. 
* petitioned, the American rebellion bad 
never happened: and if this government 
hall be as remiſs toward itſelf, in the 
Ml-uyther country, as it has been towards 
the Colonies, the ſame, evils will ſoon. 
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